
Lebanese Forces to 
surrender arms 

BEIRUT ( AP) — Peace pros- 
pects m Lebanon got a signifi- 
cant boost Monday 'when the 
Christians’ main mflttia agreed 
to surrender its heavy weapons 
to the army in line with an 
Arab League-brokered plan to 

end the civil war. The move by 
the Lebanese Forces led by 
Samir Geagea enhanced the 
prospects of President Fliay 

i Hrawi being able to disband 
the unruly militias who have to 
a large extent kept the co nflict 
going in recent years. 

Storm nears 
Bangladesh coast 

DHAKA (R) — Prime Minister 
Begum Khaleda Zia ordered res- 
cue operations and parliament 
suspended business as a severe 
cyclone bore down on the B ang- 
ladeshi coast and offshore islands 
on Monday, officials said. “Par- 
liament win go on recess for three 
days so that all members «<n r ush 
to their constituencies to join 
rescue and relief work,” the 
prime minister told reporters. 
“The storm is heading to our 
coast at a fast speed and is likely 
to hit by this midnight. If it really 
strikes, it’s going to be a calam- 
ity,” rite added. 

V Palestinian refugees 
on hunger strike 

COPENHAGEN (R) — Palesti- 
nians protesting at plans to send 
some of them back to Lebanon 
are staging mass hunger strikes in 
Denmark, a Red Cross spokes- 
man said Monday. He said a few 
Palestinians bad begun the hun- 
ger strike last Tuesday and that 
fins had swelled to 600 by the 
.weekend. About 20 ha d so far 
Ve^'aQiAEBe<r~ffi' hospital tor 
treatment: The hunger strikers 
are protesting against a justice 
ministry decision to send re- 
fugees, whose a sylum applica- 
tions are rejected, back to Leba- 
non. 

Government awards 
Saddam highest 
honour 

, NICOSIA (R) — The Iraqi gov- 

* emmeut awarded President Sad- 
dam Hussein the country's high- 
est honour Monday in recogni- 
tion of his “historic role,” and 
“noble services to Iraq,” the Iraqi 
News Agency (INA) reported. 
Tt was a unanimous decision in 
appreciation of the president's 
e x ce p tional and historic role and 
noble services to Iraq,” INA 
quoted Information Minister 
Hamid Yousef Hummadi as 
saying after a cabinet meeting. 

Morocco 

unions refect ban on 
march 

RABAT (R) — Morocco’s two 
main opposition unions sard on 
Monday they would go ahead 

| with a Labour Day march in 

* PpgyiManra despite a ban by city 
authorities. The Confederation 
Democxatique du Travail (CD T) 
and the Union Generate des Tra- 
vailleurs Marocains (UGTMJ 
told a news conference the ban o n 
the May 1 march through a work- 
ing rims and commercial district 
of the city violated workers’ 
ngjhfs. 

Afghan rebels 
claim bombing 

ISLAMABAD (AP) — Insur- 
gents said Monday that they set 
off a bomb in the communication 

ministry building in Kabul, 
Afghanistan's capital Afebanis- 

► tan’s state- run radio monitored in 
Islamabad made no mention of 
the bombing, which reportedly 
occurred Wednesday, accormng 
to a goerrifla-nm news agency 
called Midis. 

Moscow security 
forces foil hijack 

MOSCOW (R) — Soviet security 
officers disarmed a hijacker at 
Moscow’s Domodedovo airport 
Monday after he tried to divert an 
ahfincr to Reykjavik, TASS re- 


Badran urges increased 
efforts to address Jordan’s 

unemployment problem 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Modar Badran Monday 
nrged the Labour Ministry to fin d 
work for Jordanian job-seekers 
and to help them get regular jobs 
to give them incentives to pursue 
their occupations. 

The prime minister underlined 
the need for offering community 
college gra d u ate s proper tra inin g 
to enable them to t*irr- over the 
work which is most needed for 
the Jordanian society. 

Addressing a meeting held at 
the Labour Ministry, the prime 
minister voiced appreciation of 
the efforts being m»A^ to deal 
with the problems of the Jorda- 
nian labour market. He urged 
Labour Ministry officials to 
stricter control over the market 
with a view to identifying the real 
requirements of die market prior 
to providing it with well-trained 
Jordanians who can gradually re- 
place foreign workers in all fields. 

. The prime minister said that 
the Vocational Training Corpora- 
tion (VTQ ought to expand its 
operations in cooperation with 
.other dep ar t m e n ts and private 
sector companies to recruit and 
train Jordanians needed for the 
local labour market. 

Community college graduates, 
he said, could be trained to do 
clerical jobs and so they can earn 
a decent living. 

The prime minister noted that-, 
nursing mwf hotel management 


#Ami « wi n a w r t at for ; " ct » iu v 
could be divided into various 
branches that are of need in 
Jordan and «n4 ttrat whenever 
possible people should be em- 
ployed to work as near as possible 
to their towns of origin. 

Tbe prime minister stressed the 
need for speedy efforts to finalise 
worit cm a new labour law, which, 
he said, should cater for the 
needs of the c oun tr y in view of 
the industrial development and 
tiie growing activities of the 
labour movement. 

Minister of Labour Abdul 
Karim A1 Dughori briefed the 
prime minister on the labour mar- 
ket situation in Jordan and said 
that die labour force is estimated 
to be around 630,000, of whom 

160.000 are non-Jordanians. 

But the noted tint 

only 23 per cent of the non- 
Jordanians are working legally in 
tbe country. Mr. Dugbxni said 
that a total of 44,618 people 
appl ied for job s at foe Gv3 Ser- 
vice Gommisaon (CSC) last year, 
of whom only 6.2 per cent were 
given jobs. He noted that out of 
13,979 job seekers who registered 
with the Ministry of Labour 
offices 49 per cent were given 
jobs. 

According to Mr. Dugfami, the 
total number of registered people 
seeking jobs is at 

57.000 of whom 30,000 are retur- 
nees from Kuwait and die Guff. 


Allies seek to prevent 
Kurdish rebels from 
blocking refugees’ return 


ZAKHO (Agencies) — Allied 
military leaders Monday insturc- 
ted Iraqi Kurdish guerrillas to 
stop obstructing Kurdish refugees 
trying to r etu r n home from bar- 
ren camps on the Turkish border, 
and said they expected a mass 
movement of refugees to begin in 
about two days. 

In another development, the 
.United Nations announced it 
would take its first step Tuesday 
towards assuming control of the 
camps for the refugees being baQt 
by Western forces in northern 
Iraq. 

U.S. army Major-General Jay 
M. Garner hosted a meeting at 
bis headquarters fan Zakbo with 
about a dozen leaders of the Iraqi 
Kurdish guerrillas known as the 
Pesh Merga- British, Dutch and 
French military officials also 
attended. 

“We asked them (guerrillas) to 
crane in and discuss foe re tu rn of 


Iraq says 
phone service 
will start 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iraq 

announced Monday that limited 
telephone service win start on 
Tuesday for the first time since 
coalition air fo r c es gnashed the- 
communication system fax the 
Golf war. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
said six switchboards, each with 

1,000 tines, would start working 
Tuesday morning. It was not 
dMT if there would be interna- 
tional service. 

The agency said Defence 
Minister Hussein Kamal had 
ordered technicians to start to 
work on Tuesday to restore ser- 
vice to at least seven other pro- 
vinces. 

Mr- Kamal was quoted as 
saying that most switcfaboaids rn 
most parts of Iraq would be work- 
ing fay the middle of next month. 

The multinational forces alKed 

against Iraq in foe war for 
Kuwait targeted most of Iraq’s 
tetecommunkaricos qttc a, re - 
Airing many telephone centres to 
burned heaps of twitted metal 

Iraqi officials have been strug- 
gling to restore other services 
de molishe d by the air war, in- 
eftafing electricity and water. _ 

Ba ghdad limited electricity 
and water service and the news 
agency said power also had bcen- 
retumed to Babil, Karbala, 
Qafossiya and Wasrit provinces. 


their people. A Pesh Merga 
checkpoint was refusing to let 
people return," said Gen. Gar- 
ner. ‘ . 

Officials said the meeting co- 
ded successfully . Afterwards, the 
top guerrilla le ader, indentified 
only as “Gen. AS” was taken by 
U.S. forces to one of the main 
checkpoints for tbe descent from 
the Isflcveren camp on tbe Tur- 
kish border. There, “Gen. AK” 
ordered his men to let people 
pass freely. 

The allied forces are bmkting 
camps fax northern Iraq to relo- 
cate hundreds of thousands of the 
Kurdish refugees who fled to the 
Turkish and Iranian borders from 
a short-lived Kurdish rebellion. 

Another topic at Monday’s 
meeting was two greade attacks 
on Iraqi police or suspected txA- 
laparators in Zakbo over the 

(Continued on page 3) 


The estimated unemployed 
volume of the Jordanian labour 
forces now stands at 16.8 per 
cent, he said. 

The Labour Ministry, Mr. 
Dugfami told die meeting, is sow 
intensifying inspection campaigns 
to e n s ure that non-Jordanians 
bold work permits for which they 
have to pay fees or leave tbe 
country and to ensure that they 
do jobs which no Jordanian sub- 
stitutes can be found. As a result 
of these measures, said tbe minis- 
ter, a great number of non- 
Jordamans have now left the 
country opening the way for 
Jordanian workers. 

Later, the prime minister vi- 
sited the Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation and met with Minister 
Saad Hayel Seioar and his aides 
to (forms tbe water situation fax 
tbe country. 

Mr. Badran was told that the 
K i ngdom consumes 730 milli on 
cubic metres of water annually of 
which 175 million is for domestic 
use. 

The growing need of water in 
Jordan has prompted tbe ministry 
to pursue search far new water 
resources and to build to 
collect w a ter from rain and to 
benefit from the treated waste- 
water for irrigating crops, foe 

minister «aiH. 

The prime mrniwer also hs- 

(Cootfaned on page 3) 


Jordan 

denies 

report 

AMMAN (J-T.) — An official 
Jordanian spokesman denied a 
report published in the Obs er v er 
news pap e r on April 28, 1991 con- 
cerning Jordan’s contravention of 
Security Council Resolutions on 
Iraq. 

The spokesman said that there 
is no truth whatsoever to the 
report in foe paper that Iraq has 
set up a pur c hasing operation in 
Jordan to buy armaments and 
advanced technology from some 
Asian countries. The pursuit of 
such activities, which Iraq has not 
requested, is prohibited by law 
and anybody dealing in such acti- 
vities faces legal prosecution. 
Moreover, Jordan has stated on 
various occasions its s c r upu lous 
atfeemoce to Security Council 
resolutions conce rn ing Iraq. 

With respect to by 


Egypt accuses Israel of 
blocking peace efforts 


CAIRO (Agencies) — In a two- 
pronged swipe at Israel, Egypt 
charged Monday that tbe Jewish 
state is trying to abort the Middle 
East peace efforts of U.S. Secret- 
ary of State James Baker. 

Almost simultaneous state- 
ments from tbe Foreign Ministry 
a ad from its junior minister said 
Israel was planting major ostacles 
before the peace process. 

Neither statement mentioned 
Mr. Baker or the United States 
by name, but spoke of “current 
efforts.” Mr. Baker has made 
three tours of the region since 
mid-March to promote a peace 
conference where Israel would 
negotiate a settlement with foe 
Arabs and the Palestinians. 

The two statements followed 
similar weekend criticism by Osa- 
ma A! Baz, President Hosm 
Mubarak’s top political adviser. 

Monday's statements singled 
out Israel's c o nstru ction of new 
settlements in tbe occupied West 
Bank and Gaza, and its position 
on Palestinian representation at a 
peace conference. 

“The Foreign Ministry has re- 
ceived with modi repulsion news_ 
of Israeli activity to add more' 
settlement to those already ex- 
isting in the occupied Palestinian 
lands,** said foe mimstry state- 
ment. 

“Hie mimstry holds that this 
activity basically is aimed at 
trying to abort the current efforts 


to promote a peace settlement 
and achieve a just solution to the 
Palestinian problem — the crux 
of foe dispute in the Middle 
East,” it said. 

Israel has started two settle- 
ments since Mr. Baker began his 
shuttle diplomacy. The secretary 
reacted sharply. 

The statement indirectly urged 
foe United States to go further. 

“In foe present sensitive con- 
ditions. ..all peace-loving forces in 
Israel should move to resist this 
expansionist settlement activity” 
it said. 

“Likewise, ah international par- 
ties should tell Israel dearly and 
unequivocally that they reject 
and condemn its settlement poli- 
cies, which threaten to obstruct 
peace efforts and deepen doubts 
about foe Israel government’s 
seriousness in regard to these 
efforts.” 

Tbe statement came minutes 
after, speech by State Minister 
for Foreign Affairs Burros Gfaali 
rapping Israel. Mr. Ghali, the 
ministry's second man after Fore- 
ign Minister Esm&t Abdul 
Meguid, spoke at a one-day 
meeting of foe Socialist Interna- 
tional’s Middle East Committee. 
The committee groups repre- 
sentatives from socialist parties in 
15 countries, including Britain, 
France, Israel, Germany, Italy, 

(Coatinwd an page 5) 


King receives 
Y emeni message 

Iryani, Masri discuss Arab 
situation, coordination of 
Yemeni- Jor dani an stands 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Monday received a 
nxessage from Yemeni President 
Ah Abdullah Saleh delivered at 
AJ Nadwa Palace by Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Abdul Karim A1 byxini. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said foe King discussed with 
foe Yemeni official current de- 
velopments in tbe Arab arena 
and issues of common concern to 
Jordan and Yemen. 

The meeting was attended by 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, Prime Minister 
Mndar Badran, Royal Court 
Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
King Hussein's Political Advisor 


Jordan 
receiving 
Iraqi oil 

By P.V. Vivefcanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan has 
started receiving Iraqi oil in 
limited quantities after a two- 
and-a-haif-momh break, sig- 
nalling the possible resump- 
tion of Iraqi oil supply to the 
Kingdom in lieu of Baghdad's 
debts to Amman, industry and 
other sources said Monday. 

The sources said foe nation- 
al refinery at Zarqa has been 
receiving an average of 2,750 
tonnes of crude oil a day since 
April 22, but it was not im- 
mediately dear whether the 
quantity — representing about 
one-third of Jordan’a pre-war 
daily consumption — was set 
as a daily supply from Iraq. 

No official statement from 
foe Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Resources W3S im- 
mediately available but in- 
formed sources confirmed the 
arrival of oil shipments. 

“All indications are that Jor- 
dan would continue to receive 
this quantity on a daily basis 
for some time befene tbe supp- 
ly would be restored to the 
pre-crisis level," said an indus- 
try source. 

According to this source, 
foe tankers are loaded from 
Iraq’s oil fadlities at A1 Oaim, 
about 500 kilometres from the 
border. The first shipment 
came after several weeks of 
waiting there pending repairs 
to damages caused at the oil 
pumping site by the U.S.-led 
forces in the Gulf war which 
ended in February. 

“Repairs are continuing 
there and it will be several 
weeks before the facilities 
would be almost 70 per cent 
functional,” added the source, 
insisting on anonymity. 

“Iraqi technicians and en- 
gineers are working round the 
dock, but it is doubtful that 
the facility could be felly func- 
tional without some of foe vital . 
spare parts,” the source said. 

Tbe Iraqi resumption of oil 
supply to Jordan will offer a 
major economic break to the 
Kingdom, which has been 
drawing from its foreign ex- 
change reserves to pay in cash 
for ofl imports from Syria and 
Yemen to make up for the 
shortfall created by foe sus- 
pension in Iraqi shipments in 
early February. 

Despite the international 
embargo imposed against Iraq 
for its Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait, Jordan continued to 
get Iraqi ofl until February, 
when damages caused to Iraqi 
oil facilities in allied bombard- 
ment and repeated bombings- 
of Jordanian tankers carrying 
* Iraqi oil forced foe suspension. 

Jordan, which had informed 
the U.N. Sanctions Committee 
of foe import of Iraqi oil, 
rejected charges that foe Iraqi . 
supply constituted a violation 

(Co ntinu ed <m page S) 


Adnan Abu Odeh, Chief Cham- 
berlain Prince Raad Ben Zod, 
foe King’s Military Secretary 
Prince Tala! Ben Mohammad and 
Foreign Minister Taber A! Masri 
along with Yemen's ambassador 
to Jordan. 

Mr. Iryatti and Masri earlier 
discussed ax a separate meeting 
Jordanian- Yemeni cooperation in 
various fields. 

Petra said tbe two sides discus- 
sed ways to stimulate joint Arab 
action and to coordinate Yemem- 
Jordanian positions as the meet- 
ings of the Organisation of Isla- 
mic Conference (OIQ. 

The two sides the 

need to unify Arab efforts to 


Mg 
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serve higher Arab national goals. 

Mr. Iryani, who arrived Mon- 
day on a two-day official visit, 
told reporters that the difficult 
circumstances through which foe 
Arab Nation has passed over the 
past months required close coor- 


dination among Arab leaden to 
deal with the coming stage 

He said his visit to Jordan and 
other Arab countries comes in 
the course of Yemen's efforts to 
achieve Arab solidarity. 


Impact of Gulf war prolonged, 
poses challenge - Crown Prince 

0 Jordan can contribute to developing democracy 
OBaker’s efforts represent a ‘bold initiative’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The imba- 
lances created by tbe Gulf war 
are going to continue to affect foe 
Middle East for a long time, 
posing a cfaaDegne for tbe coun- 
tries of the region, particular?}' 
between tbe haves and have-nots. 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan said Monday. 

The situation could worsen if 
foe international community con- 
tinues to look at the Middle 
East’s oil resources and stays 
away from addressing foe issue of 
the people of the region, tbe 
Crown Prince told National Pub- 
lic Radio (NPR) of tbe United 
States in an interview conducted 
by Mara Latsson. 

In the context of tbe Arab-bradi 
conflict, tbe Crown Prince described 


as a “very bold initiative” the effort* 
oadetaken by the Busb administra- 
tion through Secretary of State James 
Baker to resolve tbe problem. 

"There is stiD the bitterness over 
the intifada, over the fact that the 
Palestine question has not received 
the international attention it de- 
serves,” be said. "Bin I think, on the 
other hand, one has to say dearly that 
tbe secretary of state deserves recog- 
nition and crcidl for having taken 
what is a very bold initiative at a 
di fficu lt time to try to bring tbe 
parties to the negotiating table; se, 
ooe hopes that tins window of oppor- 
tunity which reaDy can't be more duo 
a calendar year March 91, to March 
92, w31 result in reluming of that 
corner.” 

Tbe Crown Prince said Jordan 


could contribute positively to the 
development of democracy in the 
region. 

‘The path of democracy and parti- 
cipation is one that His Majesty King 
Human can enco urag e much more 
effectively and credibly, Le.. budding 
the institutions of democracy is the 
course ahead.** he said. In that sense, 
I think that Jordan can contribute a 
model of security to the region; tins 
was not possible in the past. Btu, of 
course once again, Jordan baa to be 
taken seriously." 

The Crown Prince said the demo- 
eratisation process in Jordan had un- 
fortunately )ed to polarisatioa in the 
Kingdom. “Democracy did net say 
that ail branches of government, and, 

(Cootfamed on page 5) 


Syria, Iran agree on Hizbollah 
presence, renew oil agreement 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — Ira- 
nian President Hashcmi Rzfsan- 
jani ended his visit here Monday 
having worked around a Syrian- 
backed directive font would have 
forced tbe Iranian-backed Hiz- 
bollah militia in Lebanoo to give 
up its arms. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, mstring hk 
first overseas crip since being 
elected president in 1989, left for 
a three-day visit to Turkey. 

He told a press conference 
before his departure that the two 
sides were in agreement on all 
issues, saying, “don’t believe any- 
thing being written about any 
differences between us.” 

Sources dose to the Iranian 
delegation told the AP in Mr. 
Ra&anjani’s talks with Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad, it was 
agreed the Hizbollah militia 


would continue to function in the 
Bekaa Valley, across the Syrian 
border, and in South Lebanon, 
near an Israeli-controlled en- 
clave. 

The pro-Iranian Shiite fun- 
damentalists are believed to be 
bolding most of foe 13 Western 
hostages in Lebanon. 

Iran's contingent of some 3,000 
Revolutionary Guards, stationed 
in Baalbek and used to arm and 
train will also be allowed to re- 
main, foe sources said. 

Under an Arab League peace 
plan to end Lebanon's 16-year 
crvO war, all militias have been 
ordered to d is arm by Tuesday. 

But an ex-Revolutionary 
Guard, part of Mr. Rafsanjani’s 
team, said the Syrians would nev- 
er disarm Hizbollah until Israeli 
forces remained in South Leba- 


non. 

He said the Syrians could be 
sure of foe pro- Iranians support 
in any conflict with Israel. 

The directive had worried Iran, 
which exercises its influence in 
Lebanon through loyal militants 
and tbe Revolutionary Guards. 

Tbe sources, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said the 
Iranians, usually intransigent 
over any negotiations for an 
Arab-Israeli peace, had raised no 
(objections over Syrian discus- 
sions with Washington to bring 
peace to the region. 

Mr. Rafsanjani ended his visit 
Sunday with a two- hour meeting 
with Mr. Assad, which was also 
attended by Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayan and 
his Syrian counterpart Farouq A1 
Sharaa. 
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Dole: U.S. may review 
aid if Mideast peace fails 


WASHINGTON (R) — Senate. 
Republican leader Bob Dole said 
Sunday tbat the United States 
might have to review its aid to the 
Middle Hast if countries there did 
not agree to hold Arab- Israeli 
peace talks. 

Mr. Dole made the remarks 
following U.S. Secretary of State • 
James Baker's latest effort to 
convene a regional conference. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir rejected Mr. Baker’s idea 
of an open-ended conference. 
Saudi Arabia also said it would 
not take part in such a confer- 
ence. 

Mr. Dole said on a television 
news programme that Middle 
East states should take advantage 
of the window for a peace settle- 
ment opened by the end of the 
Gulf war. 

He nkh “This is the best shot 
we've had. and if everybody says 
'oh, we don't care to deal this 
way, or this way,’ then I think the 
United States might take a look 
at our foreign aid policies and a 
lot of other policies." 

He did not elaborate. 

Mr. Shamir said before an 
Israeli cabinet meeting “we are 
opposed to that (n open-ended . 
regional conference) because, if 
•there are subsequent sessions of 
the same meeting or conference, . 
we'll never get to direct negotia- 
tions.” 

He was apparently trying to 
calm far-right members of his 
coalition furious over Foreign 
Minister David Levy's agreement 
Friday with Mr. Baker that a 


conference might reconvene 
periodically. Under Mr. Levy's 
proposal, reconvening would re- 
quire the support of every partici- 
pant, including Israel. 

Mr. Shamir also said Arab 
countries backed the U.S. prop- 
osal to avoid direct talks with 
Israel. 

U.S. aid to Israel is about S3 
billion a year. President George 
Bush recently cancelled about $7 
billion in Egyptian foreign debt 
and the United States has long 
been a big arms salesman to the 
area. 


On another television news 
programme, Israeli Housing 
Minister Ariel Sharon said he 
would hope that Jewish settle- 
ments being put up in occupied 
territories would not lead to a 
cutoff in U.S. aid. 

Mr. Sharon added that bousing 
erected during Mr. Baker's visit 
were not meant as a slap and tbat 
Israel would co ntin ue to buDd 
new settlements 

He said the settlements should 
not be viewed as rejecting the 
idea of ceding had in return for 
peace and that the settlements 
would give Israel the “security" it 
needed to be able to move to- 
wards peace. 

Mr. Sharon said the settle- 
ments were an integral part of 
Israel's “strategic needs" and that 
they increased its confidence. 

“And if Israel will have confi- 
dence, no doubt that Israel will 
be more daring to move towards 
peace," Mr. Sharon said. 


Gulf ministers to discuss 
security, ties with Iran 


RIYADH (R) — Foreign minis- 
ters of the six-member Gulf 
Cooperation Council will meet in 
Kuwait on Sunday to discuss 
post-Gulf war security and rela- 
tions with Iran, GCC officials 
said Monday. 

The GCC ministers had been 
scheduled to meet in Kuwait on 
Tuesday but the talks were post- 
poned. No reason was given. 

The GCC, an economic and 
political alliance formed five 
months after the outbreak of the 
Iraq-Iran war in September 1980, 
groups Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar and the 
United Arab Emirates. -- 

Officials at GCC headquarters 
in Riyadh said security in the 
Gulf region would top the minis- 
ters' agenda. They would, also 
discuss their relations with non- 
Arab-Iran which is seeking a role 
in regional security arrange- 
ments. 

Relations between Tehran and 
the six Gulf Arab states, which 
backed Iraq in the war with Iran, 
have been improving since Iraq 


forces invaded Kuwait on Aug. 2. 

The GCC took part in the 
U.S.-led alliance which fought 
Iraq in the Gulf war in February. 
Tehran reaped goodwill by main- 
taining neutrality in die Gulf war 
and recently restored relations 
with Saudi Arabia. 

Iranian President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani was winding 
up a visit to Syria for talks with" 
President Hafez A! Assad whose 
troops helped in the liberation of 
Kuwait. 

Syria called on Sunday for an 
Iranian role in the security 
arrangements in the Gulf. 

Kuwait’s Foreign Ministry 
under-secretary, Sufiman A1 Sha- 
been, said Friday GCC ministers 
would discuss post-Gulf war 
security arrangements and a 
Kuwaiti proposal to invite West- 
ern troops, and possibly Iran, to 
participate. 

"The new world order requires' 
a broad security arrangements in 
which there is a responsibility for 
regional states with the coopera- 
tion with friendly states,” he said. 


Algerian paper fears U.S. 
air strike on nuclear plant 


ALGIERS (AP) — An Algerian 
newspaper has expressed fear 
that the United States may launch 
an air strike against a secret 
nuclear plant that allegedly may 
be developing atomic weapons. 

The independent newspaper 
Le Soir carried a front-page com- 
mentary that compared the 
allegations against the country to 
the run-up to the Gulf war. 

"This affair, is becoming se- 
rious. and all the ingredients are 
there for a scenario that adds up 
to a veritable campaign against 
Algeria, initiated by the CIA and 
relayed by the American and 
British media," the newspaper 
said. 


make weapons-grade plutonium. 

The Sunday Times reported 
this week tbat Britain's military 
attache was expelled from Alger- 
ia earlier this month after photo- 
graphing the plant. The newspap- 
er said the facility is in the Atlas 
Mountains about 270 kilometres 
south of Algiers, near an air base 
at ’Ain Oussera. 

A British Foreign Office 
spokesman said that the diplo- 
mat. Group Captain. Willian 
Cross, was withdrawn for “oper- 
ational reasons'.’ and refused to 
say whether he had been spying. 


The Washington Post and the 
Sunday Times of London have 
reported that China has helped 
Algeria build a nuclear reactor 
that may be capable of producing 
atomic weapons. Both countries 
have denied it. 

The reactor is said to be too 
large power, but the right to pro- ; 
duce power, but the right size to 


Le Soir remarked on the expul- 
sion: "Fortunately, there still ex- 
ists in this country services, cap- 
able of stopping a diplomat-spy 
300 kilometres from the capital." 

The U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) told congressional 
intelligence committees earlier 
this year that China was assisting 
Algeria in. designing a nuclear 
warhead for missiles, the Sunday 
Times reported. The article cited 
no sources. 


Baker’s 
cnticism 
of Israel 
distresses 


Haig 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
criticism U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker directed at Israel 
last week at a news conference in 
Syria drew a rare rebuke from a 
predecessor, Alexander M. Haig 
Jr. 

"I was appalled to see our 
secretary of state condemn Israel, 
from a platform in Damascus,’’ 
Mr. Haig said in a panel discus- 
sion late Sunday at the Washing- 
ton Institute for Near East Policy. 

Mr. Haig, who was former 
President Ronald Reagan’s first 
secretary of state’, also questioned 
President George Bush’s formula 
for a settlement. 


"I never believed in ‘territory 
for peace,'" Haig said. "Whose 
territory? Whose peace?” 

He predicted the administra- 
tion’s effort to set up Arab-Israeli 
peace talks would not succeed. 

“I don’t see anything coining 
out of this, and I don’t think 
President Bush is going to engage 
himself in this process," Mr. Haig 
said. 


The parties have not reached 
the point where they are ready, 
on their own. to negotiate a 
settlement, Mr. Haig said, and 
the Middle East remains volatile 
despite the end of the Gulf war. ( 

Former President Jimmy Car-’ 
ter succeeded at Camp David in 
1978 in steering Egypt and Israel 
into the peace treaty they signed 
the next year because the coun- 
tries were ready to make peace, 
Mr. Haig said. 

Mr. Baker and other U.S. offi- 
cials, in pushing for peace talks, 
portrayed the Middle East as 
vastly changed after the Gulf war. 
The situation, according to Mr. 
Baker, created “a window of 
opportunity" for Israel and the 
Arabs to make peace and for the 
Palestinian question to be addres- 
sed. 


However, Mr. Baker wound up 
his visit to the area in seven 
weeks Friday night with a state- 
ment suggesting the administra- 
tion might abandon the drive 
unless Israel responds to his ques- 
tions about sponsorship of the 
peace talks and other issues. 

The Arabs want the United 
Nations to play a major role. The 
Israeli government is resisting. 

Another hangup is who would 
represent the Palestinians in the 
negotiations. 

In Damascus last Wednesday, 
Mr. Baker publicy criticised 
Israel for moving to Establish a 
new settlement on the West 
Bank. 


Truck explodes at U.N. 
headquarters in Kuwait 


KUWAIT CITY (Agencies) — A 
Kuwaiti military truck loaded 
with ammunition exploded Mon* 
day at the hotel housing United 
Nations peacekeepers, gutting a 
dozen vehicles and sending the 
soldiers scurrying for cover. 

The truck burst into a fireball 
and touched off explosions that 
lasted for almost 30 minutes at 
the U.N. mission monitoring the 
Iraq-Kuwait border. 

"The fiames shot 10 metres 
into the air. Then there were lots 
of small explosions like someone 
firing a machine gun,” said Ole 
Walberg of the Norweigan news 
agency. "Later on. there were 
some bigger explosions." 

Majed Fay ad. spokesman for 
the U.N. peacekeepers, said he 
was not aware of any injuries. 

Wary of additional explosions, 
firefighters waited an hour before 
extinguishing the burning truck. 
About a dozen nearby vehicles, 
many belonging to ihe United 
Nations, were completely burned 
out. 

Some 25 U.N. soldiers were 
sitting on a patio about 50 metres 
from the truck when it exploded, 
said Mr. Walberg. 

"There was a lot of confusion. 
People were running in all direc- 
tions." he said. "Finally, every- 
one ran and dived behind rhe 
comer of the building." 

Shell casings littered the pave- 
ment outside the hotel, which is 
on the Gulf beachfront. 

Mr. Fayad said the Kuwaiti 
military truck apparently came to 
the hotel io collect additional 
ordnance that had been found in 
the area. The cause of the explo- 
sion was not known, he said. 

During its occupation of 
Kuwait. Iraqi soldiers mined the 
beach near the hotel and set-up 
anti-aircraft position . Trenches 
on the beach near the hotel were 
full of ammunition left by Iraqis 
when they fled the emirate at the 
end of February. 

"We are always recovering 
some leftover ammunition." said 
Mr. Fayad. 

The Iraqis burned the main 


SAS hotel building before they 
left Kuwait, and it remains emp- 
ty. But the hotel has reopened 
some of its adjacent bungalows, 
almost all of which are reserved 
for U.N. soldiers, including the 
head of the mission. Austrian 
Major-General Gunther Greindl. 

Monday's incident marked the 
third time in recent weeks that 
ordnance under the control of 
Kuwait security forces has 
touched off large explosions and 
fires. The two other blasts occur- 
red at police stations. 

Clearing the mines of Kuwait's 
beaches and oilfields will take up 
to 18 months, the emirate's new 
defence minister said in his first 
interview since taking office. 

Sheikh Ali Sabah Al Salem Al 
Sabah also told the official 
Kuwaiti News Agency (KUNA) 
in the interview released Monday 
that Kuwait would review the 
make-up of its army and planned 
to acquire sophisticated arms 
technology to compensate for its 
shortage of manpower. 

The emirate had population of 
700.000 Kuwaitis and twice as 
many expatriates before the Iraqi 
invasion last August. 

Most of the population fled and 
has not returned. 

Sheikh Ali said the emirate 
would continue conscription and 
would improve its training prog- 
rammes so that it was better 
prepared to defend itself. 

Sheikh Ali said Kuwait faced a 
huge task in erasing the traces of 
Iraqi occupation. 

He said most residential area 
were now clear of mines but it 
would take a year to IS months to 
clear Kuwait completely. 

The government that took 
office on April 20 was giving 
priority to removing mines from 
oilfields is to allow firefighters to 
work safely. The coast would be 
cleared of mines in three to four 
months, the minister said. 

He said huge ammunition de- 
pots left behind by the Iraqis 
would take two to four months to 
clear. Some 17 trucks were 
needed for just one depot. 


Bombs explode in Istanbul 
and Adana, no one hurt 


ISTANBUL (Ageendes) — Four 
bombs exploded in Istanbul and 
three went off in the southeastern 
city of Adana during the night, 
causing damage but no injuries, 
in the latest in a series of attacks, 
aimed mainly at banks and pri- 
vate companies. 

Anatolian news agency said 
Monday an unidentified caller 
told newspapers the underground 
group Dev-Sol (Revolutionary 
Left) was behind the Istanbul 
blasts. There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for the 
Adana explosion. 

The semi-official agency said 


buildings were Hama g+A but no 
one was hurt in the blasts, which 
all occurred at about 9.30 p.m. 
(1930 GMT) on Sunday. 

Adana brandies of the private 
Akbank and IS Bank and the- 
state-run Ziraat Bank were 
bombed. 


In Istanbul, bombs went off 
outside offices of the ruling 
Motherland Party in the Uskudar 
and Kagjthane districts, a shop 
owned by U.S. firm General 
Electric Co in Caddebostan and a 
car dealership run by the private 
Boronkay firm in Besiktas. 


Turkish 
first lady 
wins 
Istanbul 
party post 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey’s 
cigar-smoking First Lady Senna 
Ozal has form ally entered poli- 
tics, winning leadership of the 
Tillin g Motherland Party’s Istan- 
bul branch — from where she 
could theoretically run to head 
the whole party. 

The semi-official Anatolian 
news agency said President Tur- 
gut Ozal’s wife, a dynamic grand- 
mother with a stylish wardrobe 
and a taste for whisky and anti- 
que guns, won 351 of the 646 
votes cast. Her rival was con- 
servative candidate Talat Ytlmaz. 

"Hand in hand, in full unity we 
will serve our beautiful Istanbul, 
our party and our country," Mrs. 
Ozal told reporters after the poll, 
describing it as a "sweet family 
contest-” 

Motherland sources said the 
real ambition of the president’s 
56-year-old wife was to become' 
mayor of Istanbul, a traditionally 
conservative stronghold. 

The daughter of a ship welder, 
she was a typist when she married 
Turgut Ozal in 1954. 

“Well, I fought against the 
state but that was all I could do," 
Semra’s rival Yflmaz told repor- 
ters afterwards. 

The first poll, on March 4, was 
postponed after the party meet- 
ing dissolved into chaos with fist- 
fights and scuffles among dele- 
gates. 

The first lady's bid formally to 
enter politics caused an outburst 
of indignation in the Motherland 
Party. Mr. Ozal in February fired 
his own cousin. Defence Minister 
Husnu Dogan, for opposing her 
candidacy. 

Also 'campaigning a gains t her 
were Interior Minister Abdulka- 
dir Aksu and state ministers 
Mehmet KececQer and Cemil 
Geek. 

Motherland sources said Mr. 
Ozal, in theory above party poli- 
tics, was using his wife's candida- 
cy to shackle the power of reli- 
gious and natio nalis t conserva- 
tives in Motherland. 


They said that from the Istan- 
bul post.Semra could in theory 

content die party leadership wjtb 
Prime Minister YQdirim Akbnlut 
at Motherland’s long-postponed 
national convention, earlier set 
for April. 

The prospect of husband and 
wife occupying the top two ranks 
of Turkish politics has heightened 
charges of dynastic efforts in the 
Ozal family. 

Tur kish cartoonists have had a 
field day with the family, and like 
to draw Ozal in robes as an 
Ottoman ruler. 


Ethiopian government retakes border town 


NAIROBI (Agencies) — Gov- 
ernment forces have reclaimed 
the town near Ethiopia’s capital 
whose capture had prompted the 
United States to withdraw its 
diplomats, rebels confirmed 
Monday. 

The government, in a state 
radio broadcast late Sunday, said 
the Ethiopian army and people's 
militia drove Tigrean insurgents 
from the town of Ambo, 105 
kilometres west of Addis Ababa, 
“after a great struggle” and now 
were engaged in “clearing up.” 

The insurgents, in a clandestine 
rebel broadcast Monday morn- 
ing, admitted they had left the 
town, but said the decision to 
withdraw was made after their 
army assessed the situation and 
“found the location of the place is 
not convenient for it to destroy 
the enemy army." 

Neither of the broadcasts, 
monitored in Nairobi, said when 
Ambo changed hands. 

The rebel Ethiopian People’s 

Revolutionary Democratic Front 


(EPRDF), which has seribosly 
threatened the government after 
winning a string of majoT victor- 
ies in a two-month-old offensive, 
claim ed to have seized Ambo last 
Wednesday. The rebels said they 
killed, wounded and captured 
thousands of crack government 
troops -in the battle for Ambo. 

The town has not strategically 
important, but was considered by 
many foreigners in Ethiopia to be 
a "line in the sand." Its capture 
prompted the U.S. embassy to 
order all but essential staff to 
leave Ethiopia and to strongly 
advise private Americans to leave 
as well. 

The government’s retaking of 
Ambo represents the first time 
Ethiopia’s armed forces have re- 
claimed territory won by the in- 
surgents since February. 

The Tigreans have been fight- 
ing for President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam’s ouster since 1975. They 
have been joined in their current 
offensive by Eritrean insurgents 
who have been fighting for the 


independence of Eritrea, 
Ethiopia's northernmost pro- 
vince, since 1961 in Africa’s 
longest war. 

Colonel Mengistu has ruled 
since be and a clique of army 
officers overthrew the late 
Emperor Haile Selassie in 1974._ 

The Ethiopian government 
Sunday issued a decree aimed at 
strengthening the command 
structure of the armed forces. 

The state-run Ethiopian News 
Agency (ENA) said it would 
bolster the fighting power of, the 
armed forces and people’s mili tia 
"to thwart the attempts being 
made to dismember foe nation 
and spread organised terror and 
anarchy in the country.” 

The seven-part decree said 
; efforts to revive peace talks with 
the rebels would oontinue. But 
moves would be undertaken soon 
“to check the brazen war being 
currently waged to disintegrate 
our motherland," it said. 

' Political analysts said the de- 


cree gave sweeping powers to the 
urilitaiy and they expected it to 
restrict civil liberties severely. 

The EPRDF, which launched a 
new offensive in February after a 
hill of about six months, has 
captured the northern regions of 
Gondar, Gojjam and Wellega. 

EPRDF forces later vowed to 
return to the Ambo soon. 

In a broadcast monitored by 
the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration, rebel radio said: "After 
remaining in the Ambo area till 
now, and after assessing the situa- 
tion, our army found tbat the 
location of the place is not conve- 
nient for it to destroy the enemy 
army.” 

“(The EPRDF) has decided to 
withdraw from Ambo for the 
time being and... resume anni- 
hilation of the enemy army in a 
short time," the radio said. 

The radio said that government 
actions around Ambo clearly 
showed the authorities had de- 
cided to continue pursuing war 
rather than seeking peace. 


MIDDLE east news in brief 


Government forces control Somali town 

It 


NAIROBI (AP) — Forces loyal to Somalia’s interim government 
the ' wuthem coastal town of Kismayu, contrary to 
opposition claims, a recent visitor said Monday. The ^traveller, ,a 
Westerner who visited Kismayn Thuxscfay, con toedthe dmm by 
theinterim government of the Umt«J Somali (USC) Congress 
which said its forces seized the foAan Ocean-front tanro last 
Tuesday. The traveller, who spoke on conditiwi of anonymity, said 
there was evidence of heavy fighting about 20 to 50 kilometres 
north of the town and that dozens of corpse lay strewn Mar the 
roadside, fighting apparently did not rtsfih Kismayu, buts«pph« 
of food, good water and medicine were desperately low tbcrc^said 
the traveller. Kismayu’s population has swollen to about 10 times 
2 ? mm pwiple who fled heavy fighting m the caprtal, 

Mogadishu, in January. Its population currently is estimated ai 
about 500,000 people. 


Iran’s forces fight drug caravan 


NICOSIA (R) — Iranian narcotics agents fought a two-day 
gunbattle with heavily-armed drug caravans and brought in the air 
force to help crush the smugglers, Tehran Radio said Sunday. 
Iranian security forces, tracking the drug-runners for nearly a week, 
killed or wounded 25 of them during fighting in a remote 
southeastern area. The rest fled, leaving behind 500 kg of narcotics. 
The radio said a security officer told a news conference on Sunday 
th at the operation ran from last Sunday to Friday. The caravans, 
manned by tribal people, were filing through the province ofi 
Baiuchestan va Sistan, near the Pakistani and Afghan borders, ' 
when the agents struck. The smugglers fought back and held off the 
narcotics agents for two days, the radio quoted the official as 
saying. He gave no details of the air force involvement. 




Iraq returns Kuwaitis, Bangladeshi 


RIYADH (R) — Iraq handed over 16 Kuwaitis and one Bang- 
ladeshi to Saudi border authorities Sunday, a spokesman for the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) said. Iraq has 
returned nearly 6,700 Kuwaiti detainees as part of a ceasefire 
agreement reached between allied and Iraqi military officials. 
Kuwaiti authorities have given Iraqi officials lists of 5,000 missing 
citizens they believe are still in Iraq, but Baghdad says it has no 
record of tins number. Military officials from both sides were due to 
meet in Riyadh Monday to discuss the exchange of remaining 
prioners and missing people. 


Algiers court jails 7 over concert protest 


ALGIERS (R) — An Algiers court sentenced seven Muslim 
fundamentalists to terms of three to six months in prison Sunday for 
having tried to disrupt a Berber music concert during the fasting 
month of Ramadan, lawyers said. One of those convicted received 
a six-month sentence and the other six got three months apiece. 
Three others were acquitted. During Ramadan, a month of daytitfyf 
fasting and abstinence which ended in mid-April, Islamic fun- 
damentalists had waged a campaign against concerts which they 
said were “detremental to the moral health of Muslims.” 


Iran paper urges return of U.S. aid 


TEHRAN (R) — A radical Iranian newspaper urged the govern- 
ment Monday to send bade U.S.-supplied clothes and blankets for 
Iraqi refugees, saying the donation was likely to be infested with the 
AIDS virus and other deadly germs. The daily Jomhuri Eslami 
attacked the United States for having sent what it said was a 
planeload of second-hand items. “These materials are problematic 

and therefore it cannot be-roWd owt that th^lnw. to ■ 

There is a strong possibility that they are infested with deadly 
viruses including AIDS” the papa: said. It said the government 
should send back the supplies which totalled 17.5 tonnes. A U.S. 
plane, carrying relief supplies for the Iraqi refugees, landed in 
Tehran Saturday. The U.S. State Department said it carried a large 
cargo of blankets. 


SLA offers pay raises to reluctant recruits 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The commander of the Israeli -backed militia in 
Sooth Lebanon plans to boost salaries by 25 per cent to combat 
dwindling recruitment, informed sources said Monday. They said 
General Antoine Lahad also hopes to offer health care benefits and 
a pension plan to draw villagers to his 2,500-man South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) mil it i a. One source — who insisted on anonymity, like 
others agreeing to discuss the militia — said the formal decision to 
raise salaries is pending approval from Israel’s defence ministry, 
which trains and finances the militia. Israeli Radio said the salaries 
for new recruits would now be about $200 a month, more than the 
average wage in the region. Israeli sources said the militia was 
having trouble getting recruits because of increasing dangers to its 
soldiers. Just last week, three SLA gunman were killed in two 
roadside bomb blasts. 


Sudan releases all political prisoners 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Sudan’s military junta announced Monday 
that it was releasing all of the country’s political prisoners. 
Lieutenant-General Omar Hassan Al Bashir did not spedfy how 
many people were involved. But the chief justice, Galal Ali Lutfy, 
told Egypt’s Middle East News Agency (MENA) around 100 
people are detained in Sudanese prisons on political grounds. Gen. 
Bashir led a military coup June 30, 1989, .that overthrew the 
democratically elected government of Prime Minister Sadeq Al 
Mabdi. International human rights organisations have accused the 
military regime of committing human rights abuses like jailing and , 
tortnnng hundreds of political opponents. Political leaders melutif j 
mg Mi. Mabdi were imprisoned for a while and remained undtf I 
house arrest after being released. It was unclear if Gen. Bashir's 
announcement will affect Mr. Mahdi’s status. The general made his 
announcement at the start of a three-day conference expected to by 

*25 t 5T 1 organisation in Sudan bas^onlib^ 
leader Muammar Qadhafi’s concept of “people’s congresses." Gen. 

“ d *^cted parliament when 
ne came to power and has not replaced them. 
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Human 

Appeal 

aids 

returnees 

AMMAN (J.T.) ; — Human 
Appeal in cooperation with 
World Vision Organisation car- 
ried oat daring the last month an 
aid and assistance programme for 
the returnees to Jordan from 
Kuwait and other Gulf areas, 
those who lost their jobs as a 
result of the Gulf crisis. 

This programme included giv- 
ing foodstuff and other house 
materials that would be sufficient 
for a month. This programme 
covered many 'areas in Jordan, 
the distribution was held in Zarqa ! 
Goveraorate and in Amman 
Govern orate (A1 Webdal, A1 
Yadudah, Khirhet A1 Souq and 
Suwaylih). 

On Saturday, assistance was 
given in northern Jordan (Irbid 
Goveraorate) to those hurt from 
the last events. 

Execution of the programme 
was held under the supervision of 
Human Appeal Jordan Office's 
regional manager in cooperation 
with the World Vision Organisa- 
tion's Jordan representative. 

World Vision Organisation is 
one of the international organisa- 
tions working in the fields of aid 
and charity work in many areas of 
the world. 

This programme comes as a 
primary step from Human 
Appeal in the field of assisting the 
returnees, where Human Appeal 
hopes within the coming period 
to start putting its programmes 
and plans for the aid and rehabi- 
litation of the returnees in coop- 
eration with many international 
and local organisations. 

Human Appeal sent two pre- 
vious appeals for assisting and 
succouring the returnees in coop- 
eration with different internation- 
al organisations, wher Human 
Appeal primary numbers show 
that more than 20,000 poor fami- 
lies are in very great need for 
support and assistance as a result 
of the tragic conditio ns they are 
going through. 

Yarmouk to teach 
political sciences 

IRBID (Petra) — Yarmouk Uni- 
versity wiQ embark on teaching a 
four-year political sciences prog- 
mnrni e'asnrtBeneglTmlng OTTJexi ' 

scholastic year. ^ 

The council of deaiSf'at the 
university asked t^p dean of the 
Faculty of Arts in a meeting it 
held Saturday to prepare a course 
plan to fulfil die requirements of 
the Bachelors Degree in political 
sciences. 



Her Royal Highness Princess Basina Monday pre- 
sets certificates to leaders of scouts and guides who 
offered voluntary services to evacuees and to needy 


.{unifies 

photo) 


during the month of Ramadan (Petra 


Princess Basina, scouts, guides 
review last year’s activities 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basina Mon- 
day attended a meeting of the 
General Assembly of the Jorda- 
nian Scouts and Girl Guides Soci- 
ety at AI Hussein Youth Gty, 
and beard reports about the soci- 
ety's activities and operations 
over the past year. 

The Princess, who is the socie- 
ty's president, was told that the 
society now grouped 40,000 
members living in various parts of 
the country. 

Princess Basma paid tribute to 
the scouts and guides for their 
efforts under the difficult dr-' 
cumstances in Jordan during die 
Gulf crisis; she particularly 
lauded their services at the eva- 


cuees camps. 

The scout movement in Jor- 
dan, she said, has an important 
role to play under all dicumst- 
ances and conditions. The Prin- 
cess noted that scouts and guides 
had organised groups to carry out 
dvfl defence work, voluntary- ser- 
vices, and other activities during 
the past crisis. 

She expressed hope that the 
society would continue its coop- 
eration with local organisations to 
serve their country which is facing 
immense challenges. 

At the end of the meeting, the 
Princess distributed meritorial 
certificates to the leaders of 
scouts and guides who had 


offered voluntary services to the 
evacuees in the camps. 

She also presented Mr. Hassan 
Dubian, the society’s former 
secretary general, with a token 
gift in recognition of his valuable 
efforts and services. . 

Later, nearly 1,500 scouts and 
guides from the Amman region, 
who offered voluntary services in 
various fields, met the Princess 
for an exchange of views about 
voluntary work. 

The Princess distributed 
meritorial certificates to those 
who offered distinguished ser- 
vices, during the month of Rama- 
dan, especially to the needy 
Jordanian families. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Ministry of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Secretary General Ahmad 
Helayel has gone to Saudi Arabia 
to pave the way for pilgrims from 
Jordan and the occupied territor- 
ies to perform tins year’s pilgrim- 
age to Mecca and Medina. 


Badran calls for efforts 


(Continued from page 1) 

tened to a detailed briefing on the 
repair work gong on in the south- 
ern parts of the country which 
were hit by a rain storm recently 
causing extensive damage to pub- 
lic and private property. 

The prime minister learned 
that the total cost to rebuild the 
canals and to reintroduce life to 
various projects was estimated at 
JD 2 million. 

Addressing the meeting, Mr. 
Badran stressed that the water' 
question has the first priority 
after national security and de- 
fence because water is a life or< 
death issue. 

He voiced appreciation to the- 
unnistry’s efforts to repair dam-1 
age in the south and urged thej 
officials to try to use water very 
sensibly and wisely and to take 


extra care to ensure the safety of 
treated water flowing to King 
Talal Dam, and ensure that it is 
not affected by industrial pollu- 
tion and that factories should 
adhere to laws and legislations 
concerning dumping of waste in 
the Zarqa River which flows to- 
wards the dam. 

The Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation should bear the first 
responsibility for any pollution in 
the water resources and the gov- 


Mr. Helayel, the first.,. high 
ranking Jordanian official to go to 
Saudi Arabia since the Gulf crisis 
erupted last year, is expected to 
discuss with his Saudi counter- 
part, Sheikh Abdul Wafahab 
Abdul Wasee, and other officials 
arrangements for housing the pil- 
grims from Jordan and Palestine. 

Mir. Helayel said in a statement 
before leaving Monday that he 
would visit Mecca and Medina 
and would meet with Saudi com- 
pany officials who cater to the 
transportation and housing needs 
of the pilgrims. 

The pilgrimage (Al Haj) is 
-considered one of the five basic 
duties of Islam and should be 
performed by every Muslim at 
least once in his lifetime if he has 
the means to do it. 

In the past year, some 15,000 
Jordanians and Palestinians from 
the occupied territories used to. 
perform the pilgrimage, which 


Jordan calls on U.N. to 
implement development projects 

in occupied Arab territories 


HARARE (Petra) — Jordan 1 
has called on the United Nations 
to implement housing and various 
other development projects in the 
Israeli-held Arab territories m 
order to help raise the standards 
of living of the Palestinian people 
and alleviate their suffering. 

Jrdan’s representative at a 
U.N.-sponsored meeting here 
said that the United Nations cen- 
tre for human settlements 
'(UNCHS) should take into 
account, in its programmes, spe- 
cial plans to meet the housing 
needs of the oppressed Palesti- 
nians under Israeli occupation. 

Yousef Hiyasat! director of the 
Housing Corporation, who is rep- 


resenting Jordan at the UNCHS's 
13th meeting in Harare., referred 
in his address to Israel's arbitrary 
actions, like administrative 
arrests, closure of schools and 
universities, buftding of Jewish 
settlements on Arab-owned land 1 
and eviction of Arabs from their 
homes. 

Referring to Jordan’s housing 
strategy. Mr. Hiyasat said that 
the Kingdom had embarked on 
the implementation of a national 
housing strategy which is closely 
linked to the socio-economic de- 
velopment schemes in Jordan. 

He said that the government 
was now introducing legislations 


to offer further facilities for peo- 
ple taking loans for building 
homes and was currently studying 
the population’s needs of housing 
units in cooperation with the pri- 
vate sector. 

Mr. Hiyasat called on the 
UNCHS executive director to im- 
plement an earlier decision of 
establishing a regional centre in 
Jordan, and said that the Jorda- 
nian government had granted this 
project every possible facility. 
“Work on the project is at a 
standstill despite the Arab re- 
gion's needs of housing services,” 
Mr. Hiyasat said. 

Mr. Hiyasat urged the orga- 


nisation to carry out short-term 
projects to help carry out recon- 
struction projects in Kuwait *nc 
Iraq and to help homeless people 
find decent shelters after having 
suffered the negative consequ- 
ence of die Gulf war. 

The meeting in Harare, which 
opened Monday, will last two 
weeks during which participants 
expected to discuss sustainable de- 
velopment schemes which indude 
housing, unproved standards of 
living for poor societies, planning 
and managing settlements, U.N. 
utilisation of energy resources 
and an international housing 
strategy until the year 2000. 


Jordan to attend WHO meeting 


Ministry of Awqaf official in 
Saudi Arabia to make 
arrangements for pilgrimage 


efhment will ensure full coopera- J precedes Al Adha (sacrifice) 
tion from the ministries of indus- 
try and trade and the National 
Committee for Public Safety to 
help the ministry achieve that 
goal, the prime minister said. 

The prime minis ter urged the 
ministry to execute the water 
d i stribution programme with fair-, 
ness and to ensure the that net- 
works are working properly to 
avoid loss of the precious water. 


Feast yearly . This year the feast 
is expected towards the middle of 
June. 

Earlier this month Mr. Helayel 
met with a special committee 
formed by his ministry to under- 
take the task of transporting the 
p ilgrims to and from Mecca and 
Medina and ensure accommoda- 
tion in the holy places. 

Mr. Helayel voiced satisfaction 
with the dose cooperation be- 
tween the ministries of Awqaf in 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia and 
underlined the need for all Arab 
and Islamic countries to open a 
new chapter in brotherly relations 
based on mutual trust and respect 
to safeguard the higher national 
interests. 

Earlier, officials at the Ministry 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs said 
that the Jordanian government 
had given the pilgrims clearance 
to perform the Haj this year. But 
no registration of pilgrims has yet 
begun. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan is 
taking part in the 44th meeting of 
the World Health Orginsation 
(WHO) General Assembly which 
is due to open in Geneva, on May 
5. at tiie health ministers' level. 

Discussions at the two-week 
annual meeting will deal with 
general health conditions around 
the world, ways to combat the 
killing disease AIDS, a report on 
the role of women and in promot- 
ing health and the effects of the 
Chernobyl nuclear plant more 
than five years after the incident. 

According to Minister of 
Health Adnan Al Jaljouli, who 
will represent Jordan at the meet- 
ing, the general health conditions 
in the Israeli held Arab territories 
and medical aid to Lebanon will 
be among -the main topics for 
discussion. 

Mr. Jaljouli is leaving Amman 
for the meeting on Saturday. 

In a statement to Al Ra'i Ara- 
bic daily Sunday, Mr. Jaljouli 
announced that all contracts of 
foreign nurses employed by the 
government in the Kingdom 
would not be renewed once they 
have expired. 


7-year-old 

found 

strangled 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The body of a 
seven-year-old boy was found on 
a site not far bom Pepsi Cola. 
Company in eastern Amman and 
the coroner announced that the 
boy had been strangled to death 
before his body was burned. 

A report in Al Ra’i Arabic 
daily Monday said that when the 
body was discovered, the police 
were alerted and the body was 
sent for autopsy to Al Bashir 
government hospital. 

According to the prosecutor, 
general, members of the child’s 
family recognised the boy and 
identified him to be their nrisning 
son. 

According to the report, initial 
investigations revealed the identi- 
ty of the murderer who commit- 
ted his crime in Rnseifa before 
dumping the body near the Pepsi 
Cola Company. 


Allies seek to block rebels 

(Continued from page 1)' “We established 


previous 72 hours. Allied author- 1 
ities had allowed a small group ofj 
local police remain in Zakho after 
asking the Iraqi military to with- 
draw. 


“We established conditions 
that if they go into the camp,, 
they’re going without arms,” 
Gen. Gainer said. He also said 
no dvflians or geurrfllas would be 
allowed to display arms in the catyj 
of Zakho. 


Jordan denies report 


(Continued from page I) 
the Observer that banking: 
arrangements to get round thei 
U.N. embargo are already in 
place, the spokesman stated that, 
the Central Bank "of Jordani 
(CBJ) has informed all its corres^ 1 
pondent banks that it will not 
accept in its accounts any 
amounts to be credited to any 
Iraqi party, requesting these cor- 
respondents to act accordingly 
and that -only transfers which! 
have received prior written: 
approval 'from the U.N. Sane- 1 
dons Committee will be credited.. 

Some transfers in the early 
days of August were credited to 
the Central Bank of Jordan, 
which .considered these transfers 
to be in settlement of outstanding; 
Iraqi debt. All transfers received] 
by the CBJ did not exceed $50! 
million. The U.N. Security Coun- 


cil Sanctions Committee as well 
as other monetary authorities of 
perm ament Security Council 
members were promptly advised 
about these transfers and were 
kept fiiQy informed on subse- 
quent developments. 

The official spokesman con- 
firmed that only food items, 
medical supplies and humanita- 
rian needs permitted under 
Security Gjnnol resolutions are 
exported to Iraq, : while Jordan 
imports son: of its oil needs from 
Iraq and has c ommunic ated with 
the U.N. Sanctions Committee 
about these imports. 

The official spokesman ex- 
pressed its regret to such accusa- 
tions which could not be further 
from the truth. It seems that 
some parties with an ax to grind 
have been planting false reports 
and rumours about Jordan. 


Diodorus says miracle 
happened in Zarqa church 


By Jane Arraf 
Reuter 

ONE OF the Greek Orthodox 
Church's highest authorities 
has declared a miracle after 
prtests said communion bread 
began spouting .blood at a 
Jordanian church last week. 

“There is no other explana- 
tion — it's a miracle," the 
Patriarch of- Jerusalem Diodor- 
os I told Reuters after arriving' 
in Jordan to investigate. 

The 68-year-old patriarch, ' 
his long white beard flowing 
over burgundy robes, said on 
Sunday a priest was preparing 
‘communion in the working 
class city of Zarka, near Am- 
man, on April 21, when blood 
appeared to poor from the 
'bread, spilling into the brass 
holder. 

The priest’s screams promp- 
ted a rush of worshippers to 
tiie altar. “They started daub- 
ing it on their faces! and eating 
it,” said the mother superior of 
a local convent school. 

•' “Yon couldn't control them 
any more,” Bishop Constant- 
‘faoa of I Jordan said, gazing at 
tiie brass plate holding a snail 
silver box containing two cubes 
of moist-looking, ' bright red 
bread — all that was left. 

Christians believe the bread 
-and wine consecrated at the 



Patriarch Diodorus 

communion ceremony repre- 
sent the body and blood of 
Christ. 

Church officials said a dev- 
out local man who had been 
bed-ridden for a year threw off 
his oxygen mask and sprung 
out of bed when tiie Zarka 
priest spoke his . name during 
the mass. 

“I saw him — he was rick in 
bed and about to die,” said a 
priest in Amman who visited 
him. “When the miracle hap- 
pened, he got out of bed and 
told fas wife to get him fas 
jacket because something had 
happened at the church.” 

Bishop Constantinos .said 
the priest in Zarka was a “very 
good and very simple” man, in 


Ins mid-50s, whose wife had 
* died a year earlier, leaving him 
with several children. 

The bishop, who oversees 
the 120,000-strong community 
in Jordan, the country’s largest 
-Christian community, said the 
bread looked exactly as it had 
after the service more than a 
‘week ago. 

- “It doesn't look like bread 
any more, it looks like meat,” 
the patriarch said. 

Another priest said wine 
could also have produced 
changes in texture and colour. 

“One cannot explain why it 
happened,” the bishop said. 
“It may be some kind of warn- 
ing that tells us we have 
strayed too far from religion.” 

“Sometimes we become too 
superficial,” he said, standing 
on the steps of a towering new 
church built last year in Am- 
man’s wealthiest neighbour- 
hood. 

Church officials said they 
had accepted the transforma- 
tion as a miracle and would not 
subject it to scientific testing. 

The patriarch, seated in a 
red velvet chair and holding a 
silver-tipped cane, said he was 
taking the bread to Jerusalem 
on Monday for veneration but 
it would be returned to Jordan 
where a permanent shrine 
would be built for it. 


The health minister was quoted 
as saying that foreign nurses were 
brought into the country when 
there was real need for them to 
meet the local needs of hospitals. 

His move came in the wake of a 
general meeting held at the Pro- 
fessional Association Complex in 
Amman, earlier this month, to 
discuss the question of foreign 
nurses employed in the country. 

Jordanian nurses complained 
that the government had allowed 
more than 1,000 foreign nurses to 
be employed in tk? country’s 
public and private sector, and 
that the foreign nurses were pre- 
venting tiie local nurses from 
getting employment. 

Jordan at present has three 
nursing colleges turning out 
nurses and midwives and two 
nursing faculties at the University 
of Ionian and the Jordan Uni- 
versity of Science and Technolo- 
gy (JU.CT). ' 

Yousef Khalil, Nurses Associa- 
tion president, welcomed Mr. Jal- 
jouli’s decision and expressed 
hope that private hospitals would 
follow the ministry of health's 
example. 


Masaadeh suspends 
axial weights law 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior Salem Masaadeh 
'announced Monday that trucks 
operating within Jordan do not 
have to abide by regulations pro- 
vided by the law on axial weights 
as issued by the Ministry of Public 
Works. 

The minis ter said that this ex- 
emption would be enforced only 
until May 15, but gave no ex- 
planation for the new order. 

Earlier, the Ministry of Public 
Works said that tirades were to 
adhere to the regulation which 
Hmit s the amount of weight to be 
loaded on trucks operating in 
Jordan as heavy weights were 
causing severe ' damage to the 
road network in the country. 

Another reason given for limit- 
ing the weights on the roads was 
to give the chance to a bigger 
number of tracks lying idle to 
operate. 

The Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company (JPMC) Director 
General Wasef Azar earlier this 
month complained that tiie new 


enforcement of the axial weights 
law was detrimental to the trans- 
portation of phosphate from the 
mines in southern Jordan to 
Aqaba for export. 

Mr. Azar said, he had submit- 
ted a memorandum to the gov- 
ernment exp laining the dflemma 
■anH aciring that special arrange- 
ments be made for the trans- 
portation of phosphate, which, in 
1989, earned the Kingdom more 
than JD 100 nuttkau 

The transportation of phos- 
phate is directly affected by the 
law because it is mostly done by 
trucks which can only take on 28 
tonnes each, down from 50 ton- 
nes before the application of the 
law, according to a JPMC amwmi 
report 

• Mr. Masaadeh’s order tempor- 
arily, suspends the axial weights 
law which came into force on Jan. 
S, 1991. 

. JPMC last year reported a de- 
cline in its sales and profits large- 
ly due to tire Gulf crisis, accord- 
ing to tiie imnnai report. 


Jordan property market 
recovering from Gulf crisis 


By Rana Sahflmgh 

Renter 

JORDAN’S REAL estate mar- 
ket is picking up in the aftermath 
of the Gulf crisis, with prices for 
scarce apartments up more than 
50 per cent, but agents say a 
boom depends on resolution of 
tiie Arab-Israeh conflict. . 

“In January and February busi- 
ness almost stepped,” said Ali 
Gharaibch, head of Jordan's Real 
Estate and Land Survey Office. 
“But matters started to recover in 
early April,” he added. 

He said government revenue 
from fees collected from land 
deals fell to JD 4.2 million in the 
first three months of 1991- com- 
pared with JD 5.9 million in the 
same period a year ago. 

Final figures for April were not 
a yaflah e. 

“The minute Jordanians get' 
back all tiie money they left in 
Kuwaiti banks when they fled and 
settle debts they incurred during 
their stay here, they will start 
investing,” said Khaled Al Saudi, 


manager of the Saudi Real Estate 
Bureau. 

“We are alsoexjtectmg move!-' 
meat when the Jordanians work- 
ing in Saudi Arabia and other 
Gulf states come back to spend 
their summer vacation here,” be 
added. ’ 

Many of tiie 200,000 Jorda- 
nians who fled Kuwait after Iraq’s 
August 2 invasion will soon be 
able to withdraw up to $12,000 a 
mouth from accounts in Kuwaiti 
banks via local banks. They ex- 
pect to get afl their savings back 
once the emirate’s economic 
activity had returned to normaL 

Estate agents say a large prop- 
ortion of those who had been 
repatriated, many of them of 
Palestinian . origin, would be look- 
ing to buy homes with their reco- 
vered fends. 

“They have experienced a 
sense of stability in Jordan. All 
they need is available here 
said Daoud Abu Joudom, owner 
of Jordan’s oldest pr op erty firm. 

Potential clients also include 
Iraqis seeking short-term invest- 
ments with to cash in and 


return home once Iraq had fully 
recovered from the destruction of 
the Golf war, they add. 

Other traditional customers are 
Jordanian workers in Saudi Ara- 
bia and other Gulf states who 
come home for three months to 
escape the summer heat and visit 
relatives. Many seek to buy 
homes that they can rent out and 
eventually use in retirement. 

The price of apartments has 
almost doubled since the crisis 
because of soaring demand and 

under-supply. 

A three-bedroom flat that cost 
JD 2,000 before last August, now 
fetches JD 3 , 200 . 

But for a region which witnes- 
sed four Arab-Israeli wars in the 
last 40 years, true prosperity will 
come only when Middle East 
peace is achieved. 

“If there is peace now, there 
will be a boom tomorrow,” said 
Fans Tadros, owner of Al Amlak 
Real Estate firm. 

“But If political instability con- 
tinues people win always fear for 
thezr capital,” he added. 
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The Gulf war was a mistake after all 


WHEN GEN. Brent Scowcroft, national security adviser to 
U.S. President George Bosh, paid a secret visit to Saudi 
Arabia early this month, very few people knew the real 
objective of the trip. The most informative news report that 
came out of Washington at the time suggested that the Saudi 
royal family was going to be in Mecca for a while and they 
wanted President Bosh to send a senior aide for a BmI 
face-to-face discussion bofore they returned to Riyadh in a 
few weeks’ tune. 

As it turned out, there was more than met the eye in Gen. 
Scowcroft ’s talks with the Saudi leaders. The situation in 
Iraq and the ftrture of the regime in Baghdad, if we are to 
judge by the substance of a recent article in the Wall Street 
Journal, figured highly in the talks. But beyond that, the 
Saudis* decision not to take part in the proposed peace 
conference on foe Middle East could have easily been 
conveyed to foe Ameri cans then. 

It is very likely that the U.S. adminis tration decided to 
keep foe Gd on that vist to hide the Saudi derision until 
Secretary of State James Baker returned to foe area later 
on. This President Bush would do in order to fond off any 
pressure from foe home Croat — basically Congress, the 
media and Jewish lobby groups. Naturally, all of the above 
had expected foe Saudis to jump on foe American band- 
wages and make gestures towards Israel Just because of the 
support Saudi Arabia and foe Gulf emirates had received 
from foe U.S. and Israel’s “restrained” policy during the 
Gulf crisis and the war that followed. 

Mr. Baker’s explanation of “where would yon draw the 
line (as for as participation in the conference is con- 
cerned)?” was certainly not enough to satisfy inq ui s iti ve and 
greedy American and Israeli minds. But the Saadis have 
their own agenda and the Bush administration had to 
understand that reasoning — for its own reasora of course. 

The Saudi abstinence from attending the proposed parley 
has indeed been disappointing to dK,Israefis and their lobby 
groups in Washington. But these people’s many disappoint- 
ments over the years have been a function of either their 
lack of understanding of Arab politics at best or their 
shortsightedness and grand designs at worst. While foe 
objective reasons for the Saudi decision not to play at tills 
time are still not clearly vivid to most of us, Israel and 
Washington’s pro-Israel pressure groups should have real- 
ised that Saudi Arabia always played it safe as far as the 
Arab-Isradi conflict was concerned and was not going to get 
easfly involved in any new game even if it was American-led. 

King Fahd enunciated his own eight-point plan for solving 
the Palestinian problem back in 1982, when be was crown 
prince. He got his hands burnt, and has not been ready to 
try again even under the post Gulf-war circumstances. He b 
willing to approve and bless, hot that is about all the Saudis 
will do for now. 

If there is a lesson for the Americans m fob experience, it 
fa that even their best friends are wary of their current 
approach. It would be easier for the U.S. president and bus 
secretary of state to realise that there is indeed an Arab 
dimension to Israel's problems in the Middle East but that 
the core of the conflict is with the Palestinians. The closer 
the U.S. gets to solving the ewe issue the happier ail Arabs 
wiD be Co join in a solid peace process. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

ACTORS on the Israeli political theatre are vying against one 
another or colluding with one another to stall for time and 
procrastinate so as to render the Baker initiative totally futile, 
said A1 Ra*i Arabic daily Monday. The paper noted that Yitzhak 
Shamir has now withdrawn a written statement by his Foreign 
Minister David Levy earlier submitted to the U.S. secretary 
concerning the so-called regional conference. The tactic of 
procrastination of which Israel is a master, has been exercised by 
the Jewish state over all matters related to the Palestine problem 
and the Arab-lsraeli conflict over the past decades, and it is quite 
reasonable to believe that Israel would continue to play this game 
as long as the American administration is not willing to exercise 
real pressure on the Israeli leaders to force them to implement the 
international legitimacy in order to establish peace in the region, 
said the paper. It is quite natural for observers and analysts to 
regard Baker's mission as a mere campaign in “public relations" 
designed to appease the feelings of the Arab people or to support 
certain Arab regimes, the paper noted. It said that unless the U.S. 
administration transformed its declared ideas into action to 
convince people of its commitment to resolve the Palestine 
problem, no one can predict the future, of this region and its 
developments, because tampering with the feelings of the Arabs 
can by no means be conducive to stability. The paper said the time 
has come for the U.S. administration to realise that its own 
performance with regard to the Gulf crisis makes it imperative on 
it to follow a serious course regarding the Israeli aggressors, 
forcing them to implement U.N. Security Council resolutions 242. 
and 338 without delay. 

A columnist in AI Ra'i daily warns the Arab countries against 
sacrificing a system of boycotting hmefi goods under any 
circumstances, and says that it should remain as a matter of 
principle that Arab governments adhere to earlier decisions 
concerning the common enemy which is trying to blackmail the 
Arabs. Bader Abdul Haq notes that the Arab countries have of 
late relaxed some of the regulations concerning the boycott of 
Israeli goods and points out that certain foreign companies that 
have strong ties with Israel and were boycotted, have been 
supplying Arab states with goods of various sorts. It is of course 
difficult to control all the goods coming from various foreign 
countries to .foe Arab Wrold, hut the Damascus-based office for 
the boycott of Israeli goods can do most of foe job and requires 
backing from Arab states if its mission is to be successful, says the 
writer. But, he notes that Arab Gulf states have been wfrfog 
the Damascus office’s regulations by buying goods banned in the 
Arab World, like the Coca Cola beverage which is common in all 
Gulf markets. 


By George McGovern! 


DURING 35 years in public life I 
can recall no previous time when 
officials of the U.S. government, 
the national press and the Amer- 
ican public were all so jubilant 
and euphoric over a angle experi- 
ence as has been the case with the 
recent Gulf war against Saddam 
Hussein. 

There are obvious reasons for 
this national celebration: first, 
from the outset our president and 
other spokesmen depicted Sad- 
dam Hussein as a new Hitler, 
whose move into -Kuwait was 
comparable to the international 
threat of the Nazi leader in World 
War II; second, in the president’s - 
words, “the American way of 
life” depended on our response 
to the invasion of Kuwait; third, 
Saddam was said to have at his 
command one of the world’s 
mightiest fighting machines, in- 
cluding a major chemical warfare 
capability with nuclear weapons 
just around the corner; fourth, 
still suffering from the defeat in 
Vietnam, worried about the loss 
of international markets to Japan 
and Germany, and frustrated by 
seemingly insoluble domestic dif- 
ficulties, the American public was 
hungry for a smashing victory 


that would restore our reputation 1 
as an effective superpower; fifth,. 
President Bush so skilfully 
courted the United Nations and 
diverse countries around the 
globe that he was able to boast 
the “whole world” was with us 
and against Saddam. 

Hollywood could not have pro- 
duced a more dramatic script to 
orchestrate all these elements 
than was done by Mr. Bush and 
his team, with the enthusiastic 
co-operation of most of the press, 
the Republicans in Congress and 
perhaps 20 per cent of the Demo- 
crats. 

But now some of the paradoxes 
of the Gulf war have surfaced. If 
Saddam Hussein is another Hit- 
ler, why was he allowed by bis 
conquerors to remain in power 
and ruthlessly suppress the Kurds 
and the Shi'ite Muslim insur- 
gents? 

Why, during the recent war, 
did President Bush publicly chal- 
lenge the people of Iraq to revolt 
against Saddam and then explain 
when the two groups most likely 
to revolt — the Kurds and the 
Shi'ites — actually did revolt that 
be could not intervene in the 
domestic affairs of another na- 
tion? 


If we are now concerned over 
the loss of life among the Kurds 
in Iraq, why so little concern 
about foe many thousands of 
other Iraqis who died under our 
aerial bombardment because they 
had foe misfortune of being 
under Saddam’s dictatorship? 

If a major purpose for all of 
this was to safeguard Gulf oil 
resources, what are we to say 
about the Kuwaiti oil wells now 
ablaze and polluting foe Gulf — 
perhaps for years to come? 

And, most troubling of all, 
why did the nations that 
coalesced against Saddam in De- 
sert Storm supply him with $50 
billion in arms during foe 1960s? 
Why also did President Reagan 
and, later. President Bush autho- 
rise the sale of $1.5 billion in high 
technology equipment that Sad- 
dam utilised for chemical and 
nuclear facilities? 

I re main convinced that foe 47 
Senators and nearly 200 Con- 
gressmen — mostly Democrats — 
who voted in January to stay with 
the economic siege of Iraq rather 
than go to war, voted correctly. 
With a little patience the interna- 
tional community could have shut 
down both Saddam’s economy 
and his military machine with no 
loss of life and property. Like 
most wars, this was an unneces- 
sary war, with destructive politic- 


al, economic, environmental and 
ecological consequences now be- 
ginning to unfold, 

The immediate question for the 
United States and foe United 
Nations is what to do with the 
long-suffering Kurds struggling to 
stay alive in foe mountainous 
regions of northern Iraq along foe 
Turkish border. The television 
screen leaves no doubt that these 
are among foe most desperate 
and painfully suffering refugees 
in foe world. They wiB die by the 
thousands from hunger, disease, 
exposure and despair unless aid 
and protection are extended 
quickly and on a larger scale than 
yet achieved. 

Notwithstanding the obvious 
error committed by President 
Bush in urging the uprising of the 
Iraqi people against Sadda m and- 
then deserting them, he is prob- 
ably justified in not committing 
our forces to battle unilaterally in 
a dvfl war. Mr. Bush contends 
that Desert Storm slew the “Viet- 
nam syndrome” dragon, but he is 
acting on one of the bitter lessons 
of that tragic American interven- 
tion when he backs away from 
U.S. military intervention in 
another country’s dvO strife. For 
the U.S. to send troops into Iraq 
to defend the Kurds would in the 
long run add to foe bloodshed 
and suffering as it did in Vietnam. 


The proposal by Prime Minis- 
ter John Major and other Euro- 
pean leaders to create an enclave 
for the Kurds in northern Iraq, to 
be protected by United Nations 
forces, makes more sense. 

The Bush administration has 
reacted to this proposal in a 
confused and contradictory man- 
ner, but now seems willing to 
co-operate. It would seem both 
morally responsible and practical 
for a U.N. peacekeeping force to 
protect both the Kurds and inter- 
national relief workers against 
future Iraqi attacks. Eventually 
foe Kurds should be assisted in 
returning to their homes as part 
of the peace settlement. But 
there must be a dear condition 
for lifting economic sanctions 
against Baghdad — that the 
Kurds should receive humane 
treatment. , 

The urgent priority now is the 
delivery of food, medical assist- 
ance, clothing and other aid 
under -U.N. auspices. 

The Bush administration has 
acted properly in warning the 
Iraqi government against any 
military activity in the vicinity of 
the Kurdish refugee' concentra- 
tions where international relief 
operations are under way. - It 
would appear that the insurgency 
has almost ended. 

Turkey should be encouraged 


with- pledges of international 
assistance to open its borders to 
foe Kurds on a temporary basis. 
There is a definite need fbT shel- 
ter, hospital care and other assist- 
ance fhnt c” n be provided only in. 
‘Turkey and Iran. 

The Turks, who were rewarded 
for joining the U.N. coalition 
against Saddam, have ignored 
U.N. resolutions against their in- 
vasion of Cyprus. They can be- 
come the “good pays” of the hour 
by op ening their borders and 
their hearts to the pitiful re- 
fugees now scrambling for their 
lives along the border. 

If the bloody and destructive 
war in . foe Gulf , which spawned 
the current tragedy of the Kurds, 
is to lead in some way to “a new 
world older” — President Bush’s 
expressed prediction — then the 
conscience of foe world must be 
engaged vigorously in relieving 
their light. There can be no moral 
or political case made for ccn- 
ducting a major war to restore the 
emir of Kuwait to his palace if 
that crusade ends with foe Kurds 
homeless, stranded and dying in 
the mountains of northern Iraq. 

George McGovern is a former 
U.S. senator and was foe 1972 
Democratic presidential 
nominee. This article is reprinted 
from The Observer. 


Was George Bush involved in Iran secret deal? 


By^Gary Sick 


SUSPICIONS about a deal be- 
tween foe Reagan campaign and 
Iran over the hostages have circu- 
lated since the day of President 
Reagan's inaugural, when Iran 
agreed to release foe 52 Amer- 
ican hostages exactly five minutes 
after Mr. Reagan took the oath of 
office. Later as it became known 
that arms started to flow to Iran 
via Israel only a few days after the 
inauguration, suspicions 
deepened that a secret anns-for- 
bosoges deal had been concluded. 

Five years later, when the Iran- 
contra affair revealed what 
seemed to be a similar swap of 
hostages for arms delivered 
through Israel, questions were 
revived about the 1980 election. 
In' a nice, ironic twist, foe phrase 
“October surprise,” which vice ' 
presidential candidate George 
Bush had coined to warn of possi- 
bie .political manipulation of foe !. 
hostages by Jimmy Carter, began 
to be applied to the suspected 
secret activities of the 1980 
Reagan-Bush campaign. 

I was a member of the Carter 
administration and on the staff of 
the National Security Council 
from Augusot 1976 to April 1981 , 
with responsibility’ for monitoring 
Iran policy. I first heard these 
rumours in 1981 and I dismissed 
them as fanciful. I again heard 
them during the 1988 election 
campaign, and I again refused to 
believe them. I had worked in 
and around foe Middle East long 
enough to be sceptical of the 
conspiracy theories that abound 
in foe region. 

Then two years ago, T began 
collecting documentation for a 
book on foe Reagan administra- 
tion's policies towards Iran. That 
effort grew into a massive com- 
puterised data base, the equiva- 
lent of many thousands of pages. 
As I sifted through this mass of 
material, I began to recognise a 
curious pattern in the events sur- 
rounding the 1960 election. In- 
creasingly. I began to focus on 
that period, and interviewed a 
wide range of sources. I benefit- 
ted greatly from the help of many 
interested, talented investigative 
journalists. 

In the course of hundreds of 
interviews, in the U.S.. Europe 
and the Middle East, I have been 
told repeatedly that individuals 
associated with the Reagan-Bush 
campaign of 1980 met secretly 
with Iranian officials to delay the 
release of foe American hostages 
until after the presidential elec- 
tion. For this favour, Iran was 
rewarded with a substantial supp- 
ly of arms from Israel. 

• Some of foe sources inter- 
viewed by me or my colleagues 
are or were government officials 
who claimed to have knowledge 
af these events by virtue of their 
official duties or their access to 
intelligence reports. Most insisted 
on anonymity. 

Other sources are low-level in- 
telligence operatives and arms 
dealers who are no boy scoots. A 
number of them have been 
arrested or have served prison 
time for gun-r unning , fraud, 
counterfeiting or drugs. Some 
may be seeking publicity or re- 
venge, but others have nothing to 
gain from talking about these 
events, and genuinely feared for 
their personal safety. Several 
sources said they were partici- 
pants, personally involved in ori 
present at foe events they- de- 
scribed. 

Their accounts were not iden- 
tical, but on the central facts they 
were remarkably consistent, sur- 


prisingly so in view of foe range 
of nationalities, backgrounds and 
perspectives of foe sources. Be- 
cause of my past government 
experience, I knew about certain 
events that could not possibly be 
known to most of foe sources, yet 
their stories confirmed those 
facts. It was the absence of con- 
tradictions on foe key elements of 
foe story that encouraged me to 
continue probing. This weight of 
testimony has overcome my ini- 
tial doubts. 

The story is tangled and mur- 
ky, and it may never be fully 
unraveled. At this point, howev- 
er, the outlines of what I learned 
can be summarised as follows: 

In December 1979 and January 
i960, Cyrus and Jamshid Hasbe- 
n$, two brothers who had good 
contacts in Iranian revolutionary 
circles, approached .the Carter 
administration . seeking support 
for their candidate in the Iranian 
presidential elections. I met both 
of them briefly- during that 
period. Although Washington 
was sympathetic, their appeal was 
overtaken by events. Their candi- 
date lost, but they remained in 
contact with the U.S. govern- 
ment, providing useful informa- 
tion about developments in tire 
hostage crisis. 

Cyrus died in 1986, only three 
months after his cooperation with 
foe U.S. Customs Service in a 
dramatic sting operation that re- 
sulted in the arrest of several 
Americans, Israelis and Euro- 
peans on charges of plotting illeg- 
al aims sales. Jamshid Hashemi, 
who was also involved in interna- 
tional arms sales, was not impli- 
cated in that affair. I re-estab- 
lished contact with Mr. Hashemi 
in March 1990 and interviewed 
him a number of times. 

According to Mr. Hashemi, 
William Carey, who had just be- 
come Ronald Reagan’s campaign 
manager, met with him in late 
February or early March 1960 at 
foe Mayflower Hotel in Washing- 
ton. Mr. Casey quickly made it 
dear that he wanted to prevent 
Jimmy Carter from gaining any 
political advantage from the hos- 
tage crisis. The Hashemis agreed 
to cooperate with Mr. Casey 
without the knowledge of the 
Carter administration. 

Mr. Hashemi told me that he and 
his brother helped to arrange two 
critical meetings. In a Madrid' 
hotel in late July 1980, an impor- 
tant Iranian dene, Mehdi Karru- 
bi, who is now foe speaker of the 
Iranian parliament, allegedly met 
with Mr. Carey and a U.S. intelli- 
gence officer who was operating 
outside authority. The same 
group met again several weeks 
later. Mr. Hashemi told me that 
Mr. Karrubi agreed in foe second 
Madrid meeting to cooperate 
with foe Reagan campaign about 
foe timing of any hostage release. 

In return, he was promised that 
foe Reagan administration, once 
in office, would return Iran's 
frozen assets and help them ac- 
quire badly needed military 
equipment, and spare parts. Two 
other sources subsequently de- 
scribed there meetings in very 
similar terms in interviews with 
me and my colleagues. The Car- 
ter administration had no know-, 
ledge of there meetings. 

At about foe time of foe second- 
meeting in Madrid, according to 
two former Israeli intelligence 
officers I interviewed, individuals 
associated with the Reagan cam- 
paign made contact with senior 
government officials in Israel,, 
-which agreed to act. as the chan- 


nel for tire arms deliveries to Iran 
foal Mr. Casey had promised. 
Israel had been eager to sell 
military equipment to Iran, but 
foe Carter administration, Which 
was m aintainin g a total arms 
embargo on Iran, had refused to 
agree. 

As foe threat of war with Iraq 
began to mount in early Septem- 
ber 1980, Iran opened direct hos- 
tage negotiations with foe Carter 
administration. In retrospect, it 
appears that Iran may have been 
playing both sides, seeking the 
highest bid for foe release of foe 
hostages. The Carter administra- 
tion, however, did not realise it 
was involved in a three-cornered 
bidding contest, and resisted 
Iran’s apparent interest in milit- 
ary equipment. 

The Iraqi invasion of Iran on 
Sept. 22, 1980, added both urgen- 
cy and confusion to foe various 
negotiating tracks. Two former 
Reagan campaign aides told me 
that this generated new fears 
within foe Reagan-Bush cam- 


meetings in several' hotels in 
Paris, involving members of the 
Rea gan -Bush campaign and high- 
level Iranian and Israeli repre- 
sentatives. Accounts of these 
meetings and foe exact number of 
participants vary considerably 
among the more than 15 sources 
who claim direct or indirect 
knowledge of some aspect of 
them. There is, however, wide- 
spread agreement on three 
points: William Casey was a key 
participant; the Iranian repre- 
sentatives agreed that the hos- 
tages would not be released prior 
to foe presidential election on 
Nov. 4; in retain, Israel would 
serve as a conduit for arms and 
spare parts to Iran. 

-• At least five of the sources who 
say they were in Paris in connec- 
tion with these meetings insist 
. . that Geoig&Bush was present for 
tXat least one meeting. Three of the- 
sources say that they saw him 
there. In foe absence of further 
information, I have not made up 
my mind about tins allegation. 



paign that war pressures would 
lead Iran to release the hostages 
before election day, thereby im- 
proving President Carter's 
chances. 

Adding to foe complexity, the 
Carter administration secretly 
had been developing plans for a 
possible second hostage rescue 
mission, after foe failure of its 
earlier mission. Desert I, in 
April. It became operational in 
September 1980. Richard V. 
Allen, Ronald Reagan’s first 
national security adviser and a 
member of his campaign, todl 
'met that one member of foe 
rescue team contacted him and 
gave him a description of the 
second resuce plan. Shortly 
thereafter, foe Reagan-Bush 
campaign launched a major pub- 
licity effort warning that Presi- 
dent Carter might be pZanning an 
“October surprise” to obtain the 
release of the hostages prior to 
.tjie eletion. 

From Oct. 15 to Oct, 20, events 
came to a head in a series of 


I mm ediately after foe Paris 
meetings, things began to hap- 
pen. On Oct. 21, Iran publicly 
shifted its position in foe negotia-’ 
tions with the Carter administra- 
tion, disclaiming any further in- 
terest in receiving military equip- 
ment. From my position at the; 
NSC, I learned that Cyrus Hashe- 
mi and another Iranian arms 
dealer secretly had reported to 
State Department officials that 
Iran had decided to hold foe 
hostages until after the elections. 

Between Oct. 21 and Oct. 23;. 
Israel sent a plane-load of F-4 
fighter aircraft tires to Iran {q 
contravention of the U.S. boycott 
and without informing Washing- 
ton. Cyrus Hashemi, using hk 
own contacts, began privately 
organising military shipments to 
Iran. On Oct. 22, the hostages 
were suddenly dispersed to diffe- 
rent locations. And & series of 
delaying tactics in late October by 
the Iranian parliament 'stymied 
aU attempts by foe Cartier admi- 
nistration to act cm tiie hostage 


question until only hours before 
election day. 

After foe election, the lame- 
duck Carter administration re- 
sumed hostage negotiations 
through Algerian intermediaries, 
-but the talks stalled. On Jan. 15, 
Iran did an about-face, offering a 
series of startling concessions that 
reignited the talks and resulted in 
a final agreement in the last few 
hours of Jimmy Carter’s pres- 
idency. The hostages were re- 
leased on Jan. 21, 1981, minutes 
after Ronald Reagan was sworn 
in as president. 

Almost immedia tely thereaf- 
ter, according to Israeli and 
American former officials, arms 
began to flow to Iran in substan- 
tial quantities. A former senior 
official in .the Israeli Ministry of 
Defence told me that the ship- ' 
meats by air and sea involved 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
worth of equipment and that de- 
tailed lists of each shipment were 
provided to senior officials in the 
Reagan administration ... Moshe 
-Arens, the Israeli ambassador to 
Washington in 1982, told The 
Boston Globe in October 1962 
that Israel's. shipments to 
Iran at this time were coordinated 
with the U.S. government “at 
almost the highest of levels.” 

Former officials and partici- 
pants in the Reagan-Bush cam- 
paign team uniformly have de- 
nied any personal knowledge or 
involvement in such a deal, 
although none of them categori- 
cally denies that contacts with 
jfran before foe 1980 election may 
-have taken place. Richard V. 
Allen vehemently denies any 
agreement between the campa ign 
and Iran over the riming of the 
hostage release. He told me and 
others, however, that there are 
“self-starters” in every campaign 
and that he cannot vouch for 
every “independent,, freelance, 
spontaneous, over-the-transom” 
volunteer. 

Can this story be believed? 
There is no “smoking gun” and I 
cannot prove exactly what hap- 
pened at each stage. In the abs- 


ence of hard documentary evi- 
dence, the possibility of.an elabo- 
rate disinformation campaign 
cannot be excluded. 

But all of .that must be ba- 
lanced against the sheer numbers 
and diversity of. the various 
sources, from eight countries on 
four continents. ’ * 

The allegations of these mdi-/ 
viduals have many disturbing im- 
plications for foe U.S. political 
system. One is foe tampering 
with foreign policy for partisan 
benefit. That has, of course, hap- < 
peoed before and it may well 
happen again, but it assumes spe- 
cial poignancy in this case since it 
wohid have involved tampering 
with the lives and freedom of 52 
Americans. 

„ .Another .implication, js that 
r leaders of the u.S. exposed 
..fo^iselves.to the possibility of 
'blackmail - by Iran or Israel. 
Third, foe events suggest that the 
arms-for-hostage deal that in the 1 
itwiffight of the Reagan presidency 
| became known as foe Iran-contra’ 
affair, instead of being an aberra- 
tion, was in fact the re-emergence 
of a policy that began even before 
foe Reagan-Bush administration 
took office. 

But finally, it implies a willing- 
ness to pursue private, high-risk a 
foreign policy adventures out of “ 
sight of the electorate. That may 
be realpoUtik. Its practitioners 
may indeed win big. But it is 
profoundly antidemocratic. 

During my research, I spoke to 
several of the foipier hostages. I 
was deeply movedt by the re^ 
sponse of one in particular. After 
listening to the evidence, he said 
simply: “I don’t want to believe 
it. It's too painful to think about 
it.” Painful it is. but the rest of us 
are obliged to think about it. 
Hard. 

Gory Sick, an adjunct professor 
of Middle East politics at CW- 
nmbia University, is author of 
“Aff Fall Down , " about the 1980 
hostage crisis. The article is re- 
printed- from The New York 
Times. . u 


Peace Can be imposed 

To the Editor: 

I COULD not help, while listening to Mr. Baker’s tele via 
£L^ qa 5?. v ? th ^ international and local press, bi 
wonder w betfa er tins is (he same petson representing*?^ 

been heari ”8 for the past rile month 

% .sstef 

1 

a!” wni nn L,„r , imposition of foe “internatioi 

-A^.°CeX r & t ^« that ^ bel ° n ^ to ,he - 

Baker . and «■!*-*■ Mr. Bu 

implementation of the^United NaSiTwiif amd rt? ■"*? “ d 
tion of resolutions 242 and 3 ^ d *** im P lemfint 

whether RadLtinia^ ~ ^ **** 

have always wanted peace But unlesslwi • *2? P* 8 ®** 
the “pieces” it occupied^ f oroc fo! SH?* to 

What is there toSlk ablnfN “ ^ ***** We « give he 

'jjtfvra Khnri Solos MJL, 

^ni\ersity of Jordan Htafe 
(Amman. 








> i 


Home News 



King receives credentials of new envoys 


AMMAN (Petra) — Hh Mqjesty King H mec fa received at the 
ftaghadan Palace Monday the credentials of three newly appointed 
ambassadors to Jordan. They were Ambassador of South Korea 


KoogS. Wong (left). Ambassador of Britain Patrick Eyers (centre) 
and Ambassador of Manrttania Ahmad Ben SidL The presentation 
cer emonies ware attended by Chief of tbe Royal Conrt Sharif Zeid 


Ben Shaker, King Hasson’s PoHUcat Advisor A<fam Abo Odeh 
nnH Chief Chamberlain Prince Read Ben ZekL 

(Petra photos) 


of the embargo by poiathzg oat. 
that no cash was changing 
hands since Baghdad was re- 
paying its debts to Amman in 
die form of o£L 

Tbe allied attacks on tankes 
were carried out despite the 
Jordanian argument. 

According to figures re- 
leased by the Jordan Pet* 
roleum Refinery Company, 
Iraq supplied 23 million ton- 
nes of crude oil in 1990, repre- 
senting more than 86 per cent 
of the Kingdom's needs. Saudi 
Arabia supplied’ 13.2 per cent 
The nest of die 2.7 mfllion 
tonnes of crude processed at 
die Zarqa refinery in 1990 


Crown Prince: Impact of Gulf war prolonged, poses challenge 


(Continued front page 1) 

'indeed, tbe fourth estate, the media 
shook! be politicised. 7 ’ be said. 

“On the contrary, a certain, object 
tivily is r equir ed, and this means 
freedom with responsibility, some- 
thing that is in the nature of nation 
building and this is something that we 
haw to get on with.” 

“There are many in oar media who 
feel they represe n t Arab views im- 
ported from this or that pan-Arab 
movement, or pan- Islamic move- 
ment. I think the time has come to 
talk about «tfnhifching model pres 
foundations; whereas we’ve had 
many many Jo r d an ians wo rk ing in 
huge industrial companies all over tbe 
world, very few Jordanian journalists 
have worked in major newspapers. 
And this is actually a question of 
Wilding from the grass roots, some- 
thing to be proud oC,” be said. 

Tbe Crown Prince expressed hope 
that all political force would partici- 
pate “within tbe constitutional con- 
text, and participate on the basis of 
issues, on the basis of prog ramm es, 
not on the basis of resorting to ex- 
tremist methods, per se, and there I 
Hw«k really tbe National Chatter is 
extremely important in uniting the 
emergence of structured party life. 
Here the problem of tbe sflent major- 
ity is that it remains sflent. I some- 
times feel that the e x per im ent for 
* example of Brazil is an interesting 
one, where franchise is mandatory, 
everyone has to vote.” 

"The silent majority in most coun- 
tries stand for stability and progress, 
bat they want it to arrive at their 
armchairs, with tbe least effort exer- 
cised by them; and I think that the 
sflent majority is going to opt and 
'take a holiday whenever tbei^B a 
national election, you will only expect 
a limited , icvponse.on the Dart'of the 
electorate, and hence the silent 
majority remains sflent andtS£bibe- 
tk,” he said. 

FoDowing is a fall t ran s crip t of the 
interview: - 

Q: What do you fed has chang ed , if 
anything, by the war? 

A: I think that the concept of solving 
problems in the region between stales 
is deary the issue ahead; as we look at 
the Arab-Israefi conflict, there is this 
i -TTiphasa on the dual track interested 
solutions. However what worries aw 
as one looks at the Palestinian-Israeli 
aspect of tbe dialogue ahead, which I 
H«inV is essential of course to peace 
making , a new element is introduced, . 
and that is, the element of a state 
m Tiring to a people, to an ethnic 
group in g, and my hope is that tibia will 
contribute to die regional order and 
that the two trades effectively will 
meet at a given moment, so that we 
, end up tuHcmg about problem solving, 
not at the ex p en se of state sovereign- 
ty, but that are contributing to stale 
sovereignty. 

Q: Was there anything about tbe war' 
that nude ft easier to solve these 
problems? Did the war acco mpli s h 
anything? 

A-- Well, President Carter has said 
that (here are no winners; they’re all 
losers; and at the humanitarian level, 

I think that that is vary much the case. 

I mean, I can’t help feeling that tbe 
death of tens, if not hundreds, of. 
thousands of people, either directly 
daring the war, or as a result of the 
aftermaths in terms of the epidemics 
and the terrible lack of international ' 
financial support for the reconstruc- 
tion of Iraq. I can't bdp feeling 
effectively that the situation in the 
Middle Ease which was dearly one of 
inequality between the resource-rich 
countries which, afterall, in terms of 
tbe International Bank for the Con- 
struction and Development, only in- 
vest five per cent of their total earn- 
ings in tbe Arab- African continent. 
The imbalance is created by the war is 

dearly going to be a major challenge 
feu us Cor years ahead. 

Q: So the (fifferencc you’re saying 

between the haves and haves not was 
ex a ce r b a ted? 

As Dfmitely. I spoke on the subject of 
food as a human right at the refugees 
studies progra mme in Oxford; and I 
found the whole international com- 
munity of agencies, and in dee d , U .N. 
agencies in despair. In 1986, we spoke 
of $25 biffim, which was tbe food Wi- 
st that time for the Arab World. Hris 
figure is Kkdy to triple or quadruple 
by the end of this decade; and wbeui 
you drink that S2S billion i n vested in 
one year, and therefore in tbe Afro- 1 
Arab context could mean food self-; 
sufficiency,. Am is a major challenge; 
and compare tint with the fact that 
$18 trillion have already been signed 
up in new defence contracts, and 
qompare that with over $50 baboo, 
■pent m during the five months of the 

cans, or the eight months of die 
aisis, tbere is certainly a story to be 
told. 

Q: So it sound that tbe war left things 
as they were, if not worse? 

A: Well, we’re talking about politics 
where people matter, and frankly, I 
am interested generally in the ptigbt 
of people, whether Iraqis or Palesti- 
nians, or Kuwaitis or Israelis... trans- 


nationally... I think that we have to 
look at people as people. If we 
continue to regard the Middle East as 
a barrel of ofl and talk about it as a 
Middle East where reso ur c es matter, 
then dearly things will continue to 
worsen, because there is no concept 
emerging of equality within the re- 
gion yet. 

Q: What did tbe war do to the 
national Arab unity? Has this been 
shattered? 

A I believe the Arab League has to 
be a functioning organisation that 
addresses the Charter of Paris 34, 
using the same idiom, using tbe mat- - 
rix, if you will, of resou r ces, water, 
energy, depth; and of coarse, using 
the humanitarian issues, democracy, 
human rights and so forth, on the 
basis of baskets that are relevant to 
Arabs; and each of these baskets 
requires t***«ift*l competence and 
integrity in addressing the interna- 
tional co mm unity in tbe lan- 
guage. But just to talk about the Arab - 
unity as some kind of ephemeral goal 
which we’ve done for decade after 
decade, is not going to realise it. Arab 
summits cannot reconvene without 
in-depth preparation, without the 
substantial preparation by technoc- 
rats, by specialists, by pubfic parti- 
cipation. In that sense. I think, the 
goal of Arab unity is ratheT dim today 
at tire beginning of tbe nineties. 

Q: What about trans- Arab relations, 
between Jordan and Saudi Arabia, 
for instance? There’s been a 
tremendous legacy of bitterness and 
now mis trust? 

A: I think , as we look at the crisis, it’s 
very difficult to go over the chronolo- 
gy, although we are interested in 
piod u c m g an analysis, a whi t e paper, 
if you will; but I think it’ll be very 
difficult in the foreseeable future to 
agree on chronology, it may be some- 
thing desirable, although there is so 
mod gossip involved in it, as well. 
But I would hope that we could get to 
a point in inter-Arab relations where, 
in a scale of ten. one docs not have to 
agree with the name numerical valor 
“Vo cadrof tbc ten points' tharwc arc 
mature enough, as, with the European 
example, to agree, to disagree on 
certain points, while at the same time, 
recognising the fact that regional sta- 
bility cannot be achieved without 
complementing one another. 

Q: During the war, Saudi Arabia’s 
leaders really believed that Jordan 
was part of a conspiracy against 
them? Why is that? 

A: The conspiracy theory unfortu- 
nately seems to have been related to 
Jordan’s participation in tbe Arab 
Cooperation Council, which in- 
cluded, as you know, Egypt, Iraq and 
Yemen; and the realities of the crea- 
tion of this council was from our point 
of view purely economic; you had the 
hinterland, Arab countries, the 
manpower-producing Arab countries, 
co m plementing the GCC. If yon re- 
call, we applied for the membership 
of the GCC. or even auxiliary, ancil- 
lary membership of the GCC in those 
early days when tbe GCC Gist came 
about, bat I suppose there’s, as I said, 
this Pandora’s box of gossip; His 
Majesty using his heritage and his 
lineage and referring to himself as 
Sharif Hussein was an act of modesty, 
saying that I don't want to be referred 
to in anything other than the simplest 
possible leans; and I think this is 
really a chapter that has to be turned 
over; we can’t continue rehearsing 
the past; there’s too much to be done 
today, in tbe present and tbe future, 
too much to be addressed, in terms of 
people's poverty, in terms of people's 
hunger, in terms of people's human 
aspirations. 

Q: During that crisis. King Hussein 
warned about many terrible tilings 
that would come out of it; some of 
them happened, some of them didn’t 
I mean, he talked about plots to 
redraw borders or to divide up the ' 
spoils, which didn't happen; but be 
abo talked about a legacy of bitter- 
ness that would be around for a long 
time; bow deep do you think? 

A: You have just to look at die 
situation in Iraq on die ground today, 
and I think tbe issue of the Knrds, for 
example, has been died as a case in 
point. The Kurds felt that they had 
been incited to revolt; and at the 

same time when they did so, were in a 
situation where the international 
community today speaks of armed, 
armies as standard bearers of the 
United Nations, coming in to protect 
enclaves, and, of comae, there's a 
differ enc e between looking at an en-“ 
dave as a zone of tranquility which is 
s u p er vi se d by United Nations civil 
servants, and actually saying when we 
have to physically protect the rights of 
these people by positioning troops. 

So I think tbe stuation h one 
where dearly time’s a great deal of 
confusion and we seem to convenient- 
ly overlook tile fact that the damage 
in tbe context of Iraq is the equivalent 
of eight Hhoshimas. Now what that' 
means on the ground b going to 
emerge in the months ahead, that the 
Iraqi people, hopefully, get bade to 
the rec o n stru cting; that these are a 
war-weary people, after ten years of 
war, the Iraq-Iian war first, and now 
tfab; and regardless of the rights and 
wrongs, they are a stoic people, but at 
die same time I think, deep in their 
hearts, they must be extremely re- 
sentful of the damage brought on 


them, I think, one can’t point a finger 
on it and blame a given party. The 
fact b those countries who are not 
part of a pact, are not part of a 
coalition, are not part of an economic 
mfliteiy, or security pact, feel — here 
I talk about politics where people 
matter — what we call in Arabic 
Hatab Jahannam,” the bell’s fire- 
wood. 

Q: What about bitternes s here in 
Jordan? 

A: Here there is still the bitterness 
over tbe intifida, over the fact that the 
Palestine question has not received 
the international attention it de- 
serves. But I think, on the other 
hand, one has to say dearly that tbe 
(U.S.) secretary of state, deserves 
recognition and credit for having 
taken what b a very bold initiative at 
a difficult time to try to bring the 
parties to the negotiating table; so, 
one hopes that this window of oppor- 
tunity which really can't be more than 
a calendar year Match 91, to March 
92, win 'result in retaining of that 
comer. 

Q: And how do you assess the process 
of reooncfiiatioa between Jordan and 
the U.S.? 

A: I think tbe more both parties are 
exposed to the facts, the more they 
talk to each other, and not at each 
other; and it b more likely it b the 
history of reconciliation can be 
brought about. I think from the very 
beginning of this, from the onset of 
this crisis, tbere has been a difference 
in perspective, because of geog- 
raphical location; there’s a difference 
between looking ont at the United 
States from within the Middle East. 
Q: What b that difference? 

A: Tbe difference b that we cany, a 
rabbi once said to me. and he shared 
ft, the "baggage of history”; whereas, 
the United States in a very pragmatic 
American way, wants to start history, 
as of tbe last crbb, or as of the last 
challenge; and that b where we. I 
think have to come half the way of 
nnH*q ^ t » nfiing what mnkea the IC- 

. spcctivc interlocutors nek. 

Q: Do you think that misunderstand- 
ing, the absence of Americans’ under- 
standing of tins region', of the history 
of this region, is what was at the heart 
of where Jordan’s role was? 

A: Well, let me put it this way: The 
other day, an American viator said to 
me, 'Do yon support national self- 
determination for Kurds and Palesti- 
nians?’ And I said, please don’t play 
with my emotions, because, in the 
case of Palestinians, their land has 
been occupied, they may be five 
million, as against 25 miihooa of 
Kurds; but as far as the Kurds are 
concerned, they are a minority, 
although 25 million, in four countries. 
So, there b a d i f fe re n ce, but as far as 
national self-determination b con- 
cerned. this is the Amcrican-best put 
forward. I recall as a student of 
history, going back to the Wilsonian 
era; now we would like to see people 
in tins part of the world associating 
with that face of the United States, 
the face of human rights, of self- 
determination, and not tbe face of the 
use of force, even though force could 
be argued as being in support of 
American values on the American 
way of life, but it is not understood 
here as such. 

Q: The people I talked to here, 
especially those that were educated in 
the States, say that they really feel 
betrayed, a sense of betrayal by the 


UJS.; they believed everything they 
learned about American democracy, 
values, and then, it was completely 
contradicted. 

A: Well, there your are; and probably 
the American interlocutor would say 
we were betrayed by Jordan because 

they were not with us in thb one. And 

time’s where as I say, there’s a differ- 
ence between perceiving thin^ from 
within and from without. 

Q: Do you fed that America per- 
ceived that you were not with them, 
but in feet you don’t? That wasn’t the 
case. 

A: On the contrary, I think that in 
Miring an independent role and warn- 
ing against war and the damage of 
war, and the environmental damage, 
the h~mri«nitnrlan damage, in fact WK 

were trying to promote what we 
believed was in the best interest of the 
United States, and the United States’ 
values. That b to say, as I said, at the 
war, someone argued that it would 
take four days, and I kept saying, 
what happens on day five? We are 
livin g in day five today. We knew, 
effectively, that thb Pandora’s box 
would l ew! to many many problems 
tint need to be resolved; war cannot, 
per se, bring much good to people. 
Q: Hb Majesty emerged from tlus 
crisis with more credibility, perhaps, 
than be has ever before, both in the 
occupied territories and in Jordan. 
How does that enhance his role in the 
peace proc e ss? 

A: I think that the recognition of hb 
integrity and hb long years of service 
and hh ability to communicate with 
the international community, that b 
to say, hb vision is not localised. It b 
abo recognised internationally, (also) 
makes him a valuable contribnter to 
the stability in and the peace with 
justice that we have all sought; and I 
think thb is recognised by many. 

Q: But he has always had that role, 
but I'm wondering If that role has 
changed, because of the position that 
he took during die crisis? Is be able to 
do anything d iff e re nt now than be- 
fore? ■ 

■ As I said to an Engfisb politician, 
right-wing politician, doling- thb cri- 
sis: Yon know Hb Majesty’s political 
standing is unprecedentedly high, and 
the response is good and I went on to 
say, bnt for the wrong reasons from 
your point of view; and the politi- 
cian’s comment was T don’t care what 
die reasons are.* So in political 
terms, yea, I dunk that audibility wffl 
mean that Jordan will be in a better 
position to play , what President 
Mitterrand once described the role of 
a key. country. 

Q: What kind of things the King 
: might be able to do now? 

A: I flunk that in terms of basic 
security, and there I mean not only 
military security which is important, 
but in terms of popular participation 
in stabilising, not only tbe country 
and the region, tbe path of democracy 
and participation b one that he can 
encourage much more effectively and 
credibly, i.e., bnfldmg the institutions 
of democracy b the coarse ahead. In 
that sense, I think that Jordan can 
contribute a model of security to the 
region; tius was not possible in the 
past. But, of course, once again, 
Jordan has to be taken seriously. 
Q: In terms of the peace process, can 
foe King take more of a leadership 
role than he had in tbe past? Or can 
be agree to certain things flat be 


couldn't before? People have told me 
dut they feel he has more flexibility 
now, more manoeuvrability? 

As Well, let’s face it. In terms of 
flexibility, Jordan has probably been 
among the most flexible participants 
in tbe dialogue of peace that has 
existed since 1967, since United Na- 
tions Security Council resolutions. 
We haven't had a hang up, just as His 
Majesty said a few days ago, with 
Secretary Baker over buzz words, 
over what you would like to call it 
international conference or peace 
conference or what have you. We do 
not object, per se. to meetings be- 
tween Arabs and Israelis in a context 
of peace. And I think thb b the kind 
of stru ct u ral contribution that His - 
Majesty will, hopefully, be able to 
continue to make. But let us hope, as 
I said, foe peace process itself, and 
Jordan can be taken seriously. 

Q: I want to ask you about the war’s 
effects on Jordan both economically 
and politically? During tbe war, peo- 
ple predicted that die King would 
emerge popularly the leader of a 
broken country. No direct predictions 
were made about bow Jordan would 
emerge. Tbe economy was on the 
verge of collapse. Now that it’s over 
and the war was cut short; bow bad is 
the damage? 

A: The damage in terms of tbe retmn 
of over 240.000 Jordanians from 
Kuwait, dependents of Kuwait whose 
future b unresolved, and we are 
talking about another quarter of a 
minkm people who could possibly, 
God forbid, represent a farther ex- 
odus from tbe Gulf, b one of an 
enormous demographic b ur d en on 
Jordan. 

If tbe peace process does not make 
the necessary progress, the sort of 
itaniagg hangs over os in of 
Palestinian demography from the ter- * 
ritories and possibly from ocher Arab 
countries as welL And I just like to 
make it very dear dun unless and 
until tbe national economy of Jordan 
which is suffering losses, due to pofi: 
tical economy — I*m not talking 
about the national economy of Jordan _ 
as sod) — I think that there is a 
possibility become back, I think that 
we can deal with our foreign debt, I 
think that we are a d ynami c commun- 
ity, and we’ve proven tins after the 
'67 war. But unless and until tbe 
poKtical economy generated by the 
war is addressed, and all countries in 
thb region shoulder their responsibil- 
ity towards the people, it would be 
very difficult for Jordan alone, to be 
regarded as the repository of afl the 
have oots of tbe region. 

Q: What’s the biggest danger to Jor- 
dan's stability? Is it economic or is it 
political? 

A: I think the biggest danger to 
Jordan’s stability is tbe inability to 
pursue the coarse of democracy, 
whether because of political or econo- 
mic reasons. Internally. I think that 
when we talk about regional stability, 
we talk about democracy, security 
and prosperity; and in Jordan we 
mean iLWe are at tbe threshold and a 
level of * achievement, intefiectuaQy, 
educationally, socially, where we 
could be a beacon for others. If, 
however, thb process is disturbed, 
t hen dearly extremists — of the 
extreme right — one can’t say. ex-, 
treme left any more in fofe’worid — 
but extremists wfll seek to andezmme 
Jordan’s achievements. 

Q: When you say if it is not allowed to 


progress, what could stop it? 

A: Well, the virion of Jordan once 
» g«in as the springboard for military, 
or guerrilla action against Is rae l, the 
return to visions of the part where 
violence and the law of tbe gun, once 
again regarded as the only way of 
ex pres si ng true Arab patriotic feel- 
ings on the Palestinian issue, and so 
forth, This is die of instability 
that we would face. 

Q: Right. You’re saying the biggest 
threat b that if the process of demo- 
cratisation in not allowed to continue; 
what could stop it from continuing? • 
A: As I said, if there b not a process 
whereby in stitu t ions are built, where- 
by the econ om ic prosp e ri ty of the 
country b invited, whereby free dia- 
logue is invited, «vl I think intimida- 
tion win come at the the grass roots’ 
level from foe extremists. 

Q: Where would you assess foe staffs 
of democracy here? 

A: Well, my hope b when we speak of 
die executive branch, die legislative 
branch and the judiciary, that we can 
develop e ffi cien cy, integrity, and a 
meaningful contribution to building 
those institutions which, unfortunate- 
ly, have suffered a great deal from 
pofitidsatkm. Democracy did not ray 
that all bra n dies of gov er nment, and, ‘ 
indeed, the fourth estate, the media, 
should be politicised. On the con- 
trary, a certain objectivity b required, 
and fob freedom with respon- 

sibility, something tint b in die na- 
ture of nation bufldmg *"4 *iik a 
somethingthat we have to get on with. 
Q: How wfll external forces related to 
that? I mean basically, all that you 
can do b hope that the media here 
exercise "»«> "»"* . hope that the par- 
ties develop that are responsible, but 
what do external forces have to do? 
How do they affect the internal pro- 
cess of demooratisation? Is Jordan so 
dependent on what happens outside 
it? 

A: Well, I think yon lut the naflon the 
head. There are many in our media 
wbo fed they represen t Arab views 
imported from litis or that pan-Arab 
mov emen t.' or pan-Dianne move- 
ment. I think tbe time has come to 
talk about establishing modcT press 
foundations; Whereas we’ve had 
many many Jordanians working in 
huge industrial companies afl over the 
world, very few Jordanian journalists 
have worked in major n ews pap ers. 
And thb b actually a question of 
bnfldmg from the grass roots, some- 
thing to be proud of. 

Q: I always wonder why don’t people 
-export journalists aa they export en- 
gineers and. I've a question, what, if 
Syria and Sa u di Arabia were two 

lip nKViyify 

A: Wefl, thafs I think an awkward 
question for me to answer. I don’t 
want to judge anyone dae. Td try to 
record everyone in hb own perspec- 
tive, has given foe fullest freedoms, 
but I do think when you speak about 
the Helsinki process, when you speak 
about 34 countries of in the Charter 
of Paris, there are certain criteria for 
dc mo c ra tisarion which are interna- 
tional criteria to which we aD have to 
begin to relate. 

Qi I guess what I am asking b would 
they have joined the eoaHtion agamst 
Iraq, if they had been democ ra cies? 
A: Wen, I think the questions of 
security which are gene rate d by fear, 
or a perception of threat, are issues, 
that tnve to be addressed by govern-, 
merits, whether they have functioning 


democracies or not. 

Q: There’s many who have put it to 
me that there’s no way that they’d 
join foe coalition, if they had been 
d emo cracies, die people foere didn’t 
agree? 

A: I think the poin t tint has been 
raised that there was not a fnU and 
open publicised debate in Iraq and 
foe coalition members. I mean, Z 
recall when the secretary-general vi- 
sited ns in Se p te mb er, he was on 
record saying, break down, or break- 
through; hh Iraqi Interlocutor was 
saying, well, I reaBy can’t give yon 
anything more than the August 12th 
statement, Le., the guarantee s of no 
hostilities during the withdrawal- So 
my perception was in Sept emb er if 
the secre tar y-general has gone to 
Baghdad and got an answer nuy be a 
flat “no,” we would have September, 
October, November, December to 
position ourselves, all of us to try and 
condition foe Iraqi response. Unfor- 
tunately, thb was only possible in the 
context of those few days of dbcas- 
rion after tbe only Baker-Ariz meet- 
ing In the early days of January. 

Q: Yon talked about die effect of 

fiuni»mwitali«w mmT h hwi ii w H jn 

Jorda nian pofitacs, what win demo- 
cra taad o n do to these forces? 

A: I would hope that all these forces 
participate within the constitutional 
con t ex t , and participate on die h»«k 
of p ro gra mm es, not on the basis of 
resorting to extremist methods, per 
se, and tbere I flunk really the 
National Charter a extremely impor- 
tant in inviting the emergence of 
structured party fife. Here foe prob- 
lem of die sflent majority b that ft 
remains silent, I sometimes feel that 
the experiment bn example of Brazil 
is an interesting one, where franchise 
b mandatary, everyone has to vote. 
Q: Have you ever considered that 
here? 

Ai Well, it has to be discussed in the 
* context of electoral law, but it may 
not be a bad idea. 

Q: What do you think tfae sflent 
majority stands for here, mumming 
they suit to participate mid they 
haven't yet? What kind of Afloice wfll 
they be? 

A: The sflent majority in most coun- 
tries stand for stabtfityanA gK Jg res s. 
but they want it to anxveat their 
armchairs, with the least effort exer- 
cised by them; and I think that the 
sflent majority b going to opt and 
take a boSday whenever foere b a 
national election, yob win only expect 
a limited response on die pan of die 
electorate, and hence the silent 
majority remains silent and apathetic. 
Q: Democracy has a kind of dynamic 
-of hs own; you know, it’s cer t a inly a 
stabilisin g force, but you just don’t 
know, and it see m s that democracy b 
tbe kind that tends to windle away at 
a monarchy, what kind of... 

A? Well, I think that the Gulf crisis 
has prov en that and indeed, the 
whole j ghsnnrt process, has proven 
that mon archies are doing quite writ, 
actually, internationally. I mean if 
you look at c on s titution al fife, parti- 
cularly in the context of European 
monarchies, they seem to be boom- 
,mg in private bus ines s. 

Q: What kind of a mo nar c hy do you 
export to inherit? What will your 
model be dif fe rent from die foe ...? 
A: My hope b, as I have said many 
ti mes, in terms of a constitutional 
monarchy that a day will come when 
we can all go for our weekend or 
Thursday and Friday, in die know- 
i ihay institutions are functioning 
\ shouldering their nwponsSditfea. 


came from local sources — 
mainly the. Hamzeh oflfields 
on che border with Iraq- 

The Kingdom’s total hnpbrt 
of oil products during the year 
was 828,660 tonnes. Iraq 
accounted for 510,900 tonnes 
(62 per cent), and prwxmakai 
Kuwait sent 270,134 tonnes. 

The daily consumption in 
Jordan prior to tbe Iraqi inva- 
sion was around 50,000 bar- 
rrris per day. Tins rose to 
around 65.000 barrels per day 
with theinflux of hundreds of 
thousands of expatriates and 
refugees from Kuwait and Iraq 
into the Kingdom, but subse- 
quent conservation measures 
reduced die consumption by 
about 30 per cent, officials 
have said. 

“Our present dafly con- 
sumption is between 35,000 to 
40,000 barrels per day,” said 
an official in March after ener- 
gy conservation measures took 
effect. The measures have 
-been called off since then. 

A request by Iraq, mean- 
while, to sell $942 million in oil 
over the next four months re- 
mains pending at the Sanction 
Committee. The request said 
Iraq needed the funds urgently 
to buy basic foodstuff and 
medicine for its people coping 
with the devastating effect of 
the war and subsequent inter- 
nal rebellions. But reports 
from the U.N. indicated that 
some of the Security Council 
members were dragging their 
feet over the issue as a tactic to 
pressure Iraq into accepting 
tbe allied presence in northern 
Iraq with the ostensible pur- 
pose of defending and distri- 
buting aid to hundreds of 
thousands of refugees who fled 
anti-government Kurdish riots 
in the north last month. 

According to ofl industry 
reports, Iraq have around 35 
milli on barrels of ofl stored in 
its pipelines — two of them 
r unni ng through Saudi Arabia 
and two through Turkish terri- 
tory. It is believed * gopd 
part of £hk q-jezii- jii 

retrieved if Iraq could repair 
damages caused to pumping 
facilities. 

Even if two-thirds of the 
quantity were to be retrieved, 
they wfll fall far below the 
amount mentioned in foe re- 
quest to the U.N., according 
to ofl industry experts who say 
that Iraq wfll have to export 
between 450,000 to 500,000 
- barrels per day for the next 
few montits to meet the forget 
of $942 million, 
ic ^Makeshift repairs have been 
carried out at Iraq’s second larg- 
est ofl refinery at Al Dora, and 
the facility is now processing ’ 
about 60,000 barrels per day 
— around 20 per cent of the 
country's pre-war consump- 
tion. ' 

Even before foe Gulf war, 
figures related to Iraq's econo- 
mic performance and oil and 
energy situation were never 
folly released; economic ex- 
perts say they have to judge 
the country’s situation by ex- 
ternal sources and factors as 
well as guesswork. 


Egypt 
hits Israel 
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foe Netherlands and Egypt. 

"farad js planting obstacles in 
the way of the composition of the 
Palestinian delegation” to tbe 
proposed peace conference, Mr. 
Ghah said. 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKING, A IB FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 

DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES, CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

^TEL 604676 604696 
| V\S^. RQ.BOx 7806 




4 Rent & Sale 

Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur-| 
Dished. 

Also many lots of land are| 
available for sale. 

For further details, please, 
call 

lAbdou n Real 
Estate 

(Tel. 810605, 810609, - 
ax: 810520. 


STUDIO HAAS 

Professional. Quality in 
1 Hour Servfefe 
Develop your colour fi&n at 
our shop and get:- 



The first* best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnigh£ 

Tel, 938968 



Amman’s 
exclusive gift shop 

'Italian shoes.leather goods,] 
perfumes, ligh ters, watch es,j 
pens.sflverware, porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 

Shmeisani - Grindiays Bank Bldg' 

Tel. 669 457 

' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE . 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities- 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:J 0 - Midnight > 


JUMBO 
30% 


photo 

• frmm ularfr 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindiays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


RENT 

Sandi Real Estate 



Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
In West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 


FOR RENT at 

JAMAL HEAL ESTATE 
FURNISHED&UKFillSHQ) 

Apartments, villas 
& semi villas 

Yon’fl like our service 

Just call 835859 



F mrt 




FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Tate away service 
available 

Open Daily 1££0-3.30pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel 659519 659520 


4 

The Regency fttfoce Hotel 

PRESS 
CENTER 
Facilities 

b 


I The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room~I 


IIAIfOTEL 


Amman- Tel. 688193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and j 
Businessmen 



9? 
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Prost left trailing as Senna 
at San Marino GP 


IMOLA, Italy (R) — Alain Prost 
conceded gloomily that Ayrton 
Senna's victory in the rain-hit San 
Marino Grand Prix has given the 
Brazilian a psychological ascen- 
dancy in their battle for the 
World Driven' Championship. 

Prost, who span off in his 
Ferrari on the pre-race parade lap 
and did not start, conceded that 
the MaraneQo team had suffered 
a resounding defeat on their own 
home circ ui t and offered little 
hope of Ferrari revival at next 
month’s Monaco Grand Prix. 

“Psychologically, the result is a 
very bad one for us. The most 
important thing is that we have a 
competitive and reliable car, bat 
that is a difficult thing to 
achieve,” Prost said. 

“Monaco is an especially diffi- 
cult place for os too because oar 
car has a veryi rigid chassis gad 
McLaren are always very strong 
on this circaiL” 

Senna, whose third successive 
victory this season was also his 
third in four years at Imola and 
the 29th of his career, now leads 
the championship by 20 points. ' 

He has 30 following his 
triumphs in the U.S. Grand Prix; 
in Phoenix and in the Brazilian 
Race in Sao Paulo and his team 
mate Austrian Gerhard Berger is 
now second with 10 points. Prost 
has only nine. 

After a week in which Ferrari 
were plunged into turmoil by 
French and Italian media reports 
that Prost was attempting to oust 
team-manager Cesare Fiorio, the 
team's dismal showing has left 
diem at their lowest ebb 
Prost deci d ed to jean them in 
1989. 

In addition to Prosfs failure — 
he suggested be had gone off 
because of a transmission problem 
— his French team mate Jean 
Alesi also endured a disappoint- 
ing weekend, breaking three en- 
I'.t .? in qualifying and then spin- 



ning off on the second lap of the 
race. 

Prost said: ”1 could feel the 
rear wheels locking op and 
thought there was a problem. 
When I had spun off the ai gina 
stopped immediately. There was - 
no solution for me. 

“I think it would have been 
better if the race director h«rf 
waited another five minu tes to 
start... but be didn’t. It-is the first 
time I have any kind of incident 
on the parade lap and also the 
first time I have gone off like that 
since I have been with Ferrari.” 

Frost’s despondency was in 
stark contrast to Senna’s relaxed 
and confident mood as be cele- 
brated a victory which mates him 
look, after only three races, a 
dear fa vo uri te to dawn his third 
world title. 

"It was a great victory in the 
conditions,” said Senna. "I have 


had a fantasti c start to the season 
to win in America, Brazil and 
here, but die co mpe tition b very 
dose tins year.” 

Senna’s appraisal was backed 
by a comment from Aldmasa 
Yasuoka, the spokesman for 
Honda whose Y12 engines have 
performed so well for McLaren 
tins year. 

He said: "In terms of outright 
performance, Ferrari and Re- 
nault are very dose to us, but 
today’s performance proves that 
reliability b the most imp o r t an t 
factor. Not just for the engine, 
but abo for the chassb and driver 

performance.” 

Such reliability was missing 
from Ferrari, Williams, Tyrrell 
and Benetton, all of which are 
reckoned to be McLaren’s lead- 
ing rivals. 

Out of the eight cars entered by 
these four teams, only one was 


classified, Brazilian Roberto 
Moreno’s Benetton in 13th posi- 
tion. 

As a result, several normally 
unfanded runners were in the 
points with Finland's J_J. Lehto, 
in a DaDara, and Mika Hakkincn, 
in a Lotus, and Briton Julian 
Bailey, in the second Lotus, all 
Hafmfng their first championship 
points. 

The unchallenged s up remacy 
of Senna and hb McLaren-Honda 
team b depriving the F-l show of 
most of its excitement. 

Jean Marie Balestre, the chair- 
man of the auto racing gover n ing 
body, joked at a dinner with team 
managers here that Senna should 
be suspended from races to revive 
interest of other fans than the 
Brazilians. 

Soma has given no chan re to 
the rival driven in the world F-l 
championship this year. 


Marseille on path 
for rare treble 


By Reuter 

FRENCH champions Marseille 
marched on towards 3 rare treble 
with an impressive 2-0 away win 
over Paris St German to reach the 
last eight of the French Cup at the 
weekend. 

Marseille are on course to win 
the French championship and cup 
plus the European Cup. 

“When we’re on the field we 
are there to win,” said defender 
Bernard Casoni after the game. 
“The European Cup, French 
Cup, championship. I've never 
won anything. Now I want to win 
eveything. 

“You don’t feel tired when 
you’re winning. Besides Marseille 
are a well-knit team. The stars- 
know how to put themselves at 
the service of the team.” 

European Cup finalists 
Marseille, who won with goals 
from on-form Ghanaian forward 
Abedi Pele and a Jean-Pierre 
Papin penalty 1 , travel to Nantes in 
two weeks’ time for the quarter- 
finals. 

They go to brest Wednesday, 
aiming to increase their league 
lead over Monaco, also still in the 
cup, to four points. 

in a separate development, 
players at French first division 
dub Bordeaux called off a strike 
Monday after a three-hour meet- 
ing with new President Jean- 
Didier Lange. 

The players, who complained 
they had not been paid for two 
months, called the strike Satur- 
day, eight days after Lange took 


over the heavily indebted dub. 

“We received assurances that 
we would be paid and also on the 
plan to salvage the dub as well as 
on the way it would operate in 
future," team Captain Patrick 
Battiston said. 

. ;j The players dedded to resume 
training later Monday after 
Lange promised them a first pay- 
ment before the end of the week. 

Lange took the club, which has 
debts of around 300 million francs 
(S60 million), out of receivership 
on April 19 and immediately re- 
negotiated the salaries in players' 
contracts. 

All were told they were free to 
leave the dub if they could not 
accept a large pay cut. 

There was good news for fans 
of Spain's Barcelona, who saw 
Bulgarian striker Kristo Stoich- 
kov leave the pitch with a knee 
injury in Saturday's l-l draw with 
Real Mallorca. 

Stoichkov was reported after 
the match to be doubtful for next 
month's Cup Winners’ Cup final 
against Manchester United, but 
team doctors said he should be 
able to play in the league leaders’ 
home tie against Real Zaragoza 
next Sunday. 

Real Madrid's late recovery 
continued when the defending 
champions notched up their third 
victory in a row. 1-0 at home 
against Real Valladolid. 

The victory kept alive Madrid's 
hope of a UEFA Cup place next 
season, but even Yugoslav coach 
Radomir Antic admitted it was a 
poor win. 


FIFA extends Maradona 
soccer ban worldwide 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TAN N AH HIRSCH 

'990 Titjuna Media Same*!, inc 


YOU BE THE JUDGE 


North-South vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 
♦ A J 5 


Q J 3 
J 9 8 7 

A J 6 
EAST 

* Q 8 4 
'I 1 K 10 9 7 2 

A 5 2 

* 7 3 


* 

WEST 

* 10 7 3 2 . 

•r 8 5 
Q4 

* 10 9 8 5 2 

SOUTH 

* K 96 
7 A 64 

v K 10 6 J 

* KQ4 
The bidding: 

North East South West 

1 :• 17 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Eight of 7 
Study the bidding and play of this 
deal, then decide who, if anyone, is 
guilty of an error, or who made a 
very good play. Beware; either or 
none of the above might apply. 

East took advantage of the vul- 
nerability to insert a featherweight 
overcall at the one-level. With his 
perfectly balanced 15 -point hand, 
three no trump is as good a bid as 
any with the South holding. 


West did his duty and led the 
eight of hearts. Declarer played the 
jack from dummy and East encour- 
aged with the ten: Declarer ran the 
nine of diamonds to West’s queen. 
The heart return was ducked in 
dummy and East’s nine forced the 
ace. When East gained the lead with 
the ace of diamonds, the defenders 
were able to take just enough heart 
tricks to set the game. 

Now is the time for you to hand 
out brickbats and kudos. What’s the 
verdict? 

First, congratulate East on fine 
defense. Had he covered the jack of 
hearts with the king, declarer could 
have nailed down the contract easily 
by allowing his majesty to win the 
first trick. When West gains the lead 
with the queen of diamonds, be wOl' 
have no heart to return, and declar- 
er has time to collect two spade 
tricks, two hearts, two diamonds 
and three clubs. 

But give South two demerits! He 
should have played a low heart from 
both his band and dummy at the 
first trick, and the contract would 
have been impregnable. Try it. 

P.S. Don't write to tell us that 
South still could have made the 
game. We knowl 


ZURICH (R) — FIFA, the gov- 
erning body of world soccer, ex- 
tended worldwide Monday the 
15-month drugs ban imposed by 
the Italian Soccer Federation on 
fallen sporting hero Diego Mara- 
dona. 

In a brief statement FIFA said 
they had received the judgement 
of Italian soccer authorities and 
had decided to extend the Argen- 
tine’s suspension internationally. 

“Diego Maradona will in 
accordance with the statutory 
provisions be banned from any 
kind of footballing activity for 
any member association up to 
30th June 1992,” FIFA said. 

Maradona was arrested in 
Buenos Aires on drug charges 
Saturday and released next day 
after posting S20.000 bail at 
police headquarters. 

The Italian Football Associa- 
tion banned the former Napoli 
captain after a urine sample taken 
after a league game in March 


showed traces of cocaine. The 
suspension was later confirmed 
on appeal. 

Maradona went home to his 
family Sunday after posting bail 
on drug charges and admitting to 
a judge he dabbled in drugs. 

Argentina’s former World Cup- 
soccer coach Carlos Bilardo and 
Maradona’s agent Marcos Fran- 
chi took Maradona home early 
Sunday after he was charged with 
possessing drugs and supplying 
them free to others, a court offi- 
cial said. 

Franchi said Maradona, 30, 
had admitted to Judge Amelia 
Berraz de Vidal that he occa- 
sionally took drugs. 

“He recognised that he occa- 
sionally took these substances," 
Franchi told reporters. 

Telephone calls to Maradona’s 
home went unanswered and local 
radio reporters posted at his flat 
said the stocky midfielder bad not 
gone out since returning. 


Korea lifts women’s table tennis team title 


CHIBA, Japan (R) — Korea's 
first joint sports team - created 
history Monday by ending Chi- 
na’s long-standing table tennis 
domination to lift the women’s 
team title at the World Cham- 
pionships. 

In a tension-charged atmos- 
phere, Korea defeated China_3-2 
to stop them taking their ninth 
successive crown. 

When North Korea’s world 
number 17 Yu Sun-Bo k won the 
tide-winning point against Gao 
Jun. there were joyous scenes 
amongst the thousands of Ko- 
reans in the crowd who had 
cheered lustily throughout the 
four-hour marathon. 

“This is the biggest moment 
ever for our divided nation," said 
North Korean Olympic: Commit- 
tee secretary Chang Ung, tears 
streaming down bis face. 

“This was a unified North- 
South team for the first time, 
otherwise we could not have won. 


I hope this will be the beginning 
of doser sporting contacts be- 
tween North and South. We must 
try our best now to make that 
happen.” ■ 

China, who omitted off-ronn 
world champion Qiao Hong from 
their line-up, did not surrender 
their crown easily. 

They lost the fust two matches 

and were within two points of de- 
feat in the doubles before rallying 
well. . 

Gao and Asian Games singles 
champion Deng Yaping. playing 
in their first World Championship 
team event, fought back to beat 
1989 world singles finalist Li Bun- 
Hui and Hyun Jung-Hwa 16-21 
21-19 21-13. 

Deng then beat Hyun, Korea’s 
heroine in the semifinal triumph 
over Hungary when she won 
three matches. 21-14 21-16 to 
take the final into a deciding 
match. 


Yu, whose sparkling form in 
the team event had kept her 
better-known compatriot Li out 
of the singles line-up, was sup- 
remely confident as she took the 
fust game 21-19. 

But she was unnerved when the 
umpire twice faulted her service 
an she lost five quick points to 
trail 10-15. 

After abandoning her normal 
high throw-up service for a con- 
ventional diop, Li clawed back 
into the set and won the title for 
Korea when Gao hit a smash long 
to go down 21-19 21-19. 

“1 am overjoyed to have won 
the final match,” said Y \i. “This 
proves that the joint Korean na- 
tion -are number one at table 
tennis. We came here to win 
gold.” 

Yu cried openly as the 
specially-designed Korean flag, 
featuring an outline of the di- 
vided peninsula, was raised above 


the stadium after the prize-giving. 

Arirang, a traditional Korc^. 
flok song, was played instead# 
the national anthems. _ 

North and South Korea, w&a 
are technically still at war, have- 
revelled in their new found tabfe 
tennis strength at these chain, 
pionships- 

■ South Korea lost to China ia 
the 1989 Worid Championship finaL 
while the north finished fifth, rjri 

Chinese women’s team captain 
Zhang Xielin was philosophical in, 
defeat. 

“No team can win for ever,’’ 
said Zhang.- “Deno and Gao have 
no experience of World Cham- 
pionship team events and wfofa- 
they were under pressure theydSl 
not respond. 

France won the bronze medal 
by beating Hungary 3-2 in tfe 
third place play-off. It was their 
first team medal at the Wcrrld 
Championships since 1949. 


Sainz attacks after penalty setback in Corsica rally 


AJACCIO (R) — World Cham- 
pion Carlos Sainz launched an 
all-out attack on the second day 
of the Tour of Corsica Rally 
Monday after being penalised 
one minute for arriving left at a 
checkpoint. 

The Toyota driver’s furious 
•assault on the twisting mountain 
roads earned him three wins in 
the four morning stages. 

Although the Spaniard drop- 
ped from third to fourth overall,, 
he came back to within 56 
seconds of the similar car of 
leader Annin Schwarz of Ger- 
many. 

Sainz, wbo reached the first 
time control late because of a 
minor mechanical problem, has 
the chance to roar back into 
contention in a testing 48- 
kilometre stage during the after- 
noon. 

Frenchman Francois Delecour. 
second overnight, took the lead 
briefly in his Ford Sierra with a 
brilliant win in the first 26- 
kilometre stage. He clipped 10 
seconds off the course record in 
the process. 

But Delecour, fast gaining a 
reputation for his aggressive driv- 
ing. confessed the pace was be- 
coming too hot. “We’ll never 
finish this rally at this rate,” he 
said. 

He was 14 seconds behind the 
consistent Schwarz, among the 
first three in each of the four 


Schillaci, 
Baggio face 
the axe 

SALERNO, Italy (R) — Salva- 
tore Schillad and Roberto Baggio 
face the axe as Italy coach Azeg- 
lio Vidno prepares for Wednes- 
day's vital European Cham- 
pionship qualifier against Hun- 
gary with his job at stake. 

Vicini is not expected to name 
his team until Tuesday. 


stages. 

Didier Auriol of France, driv- 
ing a Lauda Integrale and seek- 
ing a record fourth consecutive 
win, was third, 42 seconds be- 
hind the German. 

Leader wrecks car 

Later Monday, Schwarz 
crashed out of the Tour of Corsi- 
ca Rally when he slammed into a 
wall and wrecked his Toyota car. 

Schwarz’s mishap came on the 
10th stage of the race as he was 
going down the* Col De Verde, 
one of numerous passes on the 
mountain rally. The driver was 
unhurt but organisers said his car 
was a write-off. 

The German had taken the 
lead on the second stage of the 
rally Sunday and though he lost it 
briefly to Delecour after the fifth 
stage, thefirsrMonday, he recap- 
tured it immediately and was 10 
seconds up on the Frenchman 
before the crash. 

Delecour took over the lead 
ahead of three-time winner 
Didier Auriol of France in a 
Lancia, who trailed by 23 seconds 
at the end of the 10th stage, with 
Sainz of Spain a further five 
seconds behind. 

Meanwhile romance is over for 
French couple Delecour and. 
Anne-Chantal! Pauwels but they 
still share a passion for the high 
speed world of rallying. 

That is why pauwels remains at 

Delecour’ s side in their Ford Sier- 
ra on- the big events. 

Co-driver Pauwels was De- 
lecour’s girlfriend when he was an 
unheralded driver competing in : 
local events around his home- 
town of Lille. Now Delecour has 
joined the elite — a mechanical 
•fault cost him near-certain victory 
in the Monte Carlo Rally in Janu- 
ary — they go their separate ways 
once racing is over. 

“I deserve to win after all the 
bad luck I’ve been through in the 
Monte Carlo Rally. I’ve got 
something to prove here. I'll have ■ 
to go very fast from start to finish 
but I know I can do it,” Delecour 
said. 

He and Pauwels remain -close 


Mutt'n’Jeff 



Andy Capp 



Peanuts 


HERE'S THE W0RLP 
WAR 1 FLYING ACE 
RETURNING TO THE 
AIRPR0ME IN HIS 
SOPtdlTH CAMEL.. 



AS USUAL. HE GOES TO 
THE SMALL FRENCH 
CAFE WHERE HE CAN 
F0R6ETHIS TROUBLES, 
THE WAR ..EVERYTHING! 


BON 50IR, MONSIEUR FLYING 
■ACE..WHAT 15 YOUR NAME? 





friends. They arrived in Corsica 
almost a month ago to prepare 
for the rally and went for rides in 
the hills on mountain bikes. 


“It’s a wonderful way of dis- 
. covering nature," Pauwels said. 
“Corsica is a beautiful place, I 
really would like to win here; 1 * 





THE BETTER HALE 



‘Dinner will be a little late. I’m 
trying a new seafood recipe!” 


pi 

Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to eacfuqu 
four ordinary words. 


ZAHLE 


_UL_ 

ul 


HACTY 



ICC 

:x_ 


□ 

IEGUG 


b 

v A A .j 


[Fii 

ERUNG 


Q 

ZEE 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Our lives will never 
be the *»n oo»in . 



ANOTHER NAME 
FOR INFANCY. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


^Tmxrxrrom 


Yesterday's 


Jurribles: HOBBY 
Answer. 


GUILT 


{Answers tomorrow) 
SIMILE BARROW 


How the military dfciator talked — 
WITH HIS "ARMS" 


THE Daily Crossword by Fred Toole 


ACROSS 
1 Mid oath 
5 Rule of — 

10 Honcho 

14 Ear part 

15 “ — the Riveter 

16 Mne entrance 

17 Pear variety 

18 Without 
question 

20 Forward part 

22 Admission 

23 Violent > 
outbursts 

24 Ancient Persian 

25 Macadamizes 

26 Pact 

30 Defeats fabric 

31 Mora clever 

32 Feather scarf 

33 Aardvark meal 

34 Abominated 

35 Fjord city 

% Neckline shape 

37 Day of old 
films 

38 School groups 

39 Town official 
41 Shottputt 

43 No frl 7D 

44 Inserted part 

45 Beamaise and 
HoOandalse 

48 Furniture 



u * a> * toa 

MKgiaRutnW 


51 Engrossment 

53 first abbr. 

54 Swerve 


11 Concert halls 

12 Gown fabric 

13 Eye problem: 
var. 

19 Beneath 
21 Fah eggs 

24 Dust specks 

25 Group of Jurors 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


55 Mountains of 70 26 Taka another's 
Sports org. dance partner 


57 Raison tf — 
58W#y — 

S3 Exploit old style 
DOWN 

. 1 WeofexBe 

2 Hoodlum 

3 Withdrawn 

4 Lies to 
SI 
61 

7 Soviet 
letters 

8 "O Sole — " 

9 Thought 

10 — down the 
hatches 


27 Toe fatalism 

28 Pitcher Ryan 

29 NM town 

30 Scoria 

31 Gem weight 

34 Unpretentious 

35 Contrary 
37 Laundry 

machine 

40 Audience 
demand 

41 Very small 

42 Reply; abbr. 
<4 Fah In e way 

45 Put away 

46 Encourage 

47 Customer 










nomy 


Auditors find fund insuring bank 
deposits in U.S Jin ‘precarious state’ 


JORDAN 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Gov- 
ernment auditors have said the> 
fund insuring the nation's bankj 
deposits is in even worse shape, 
than previously thought and re- 
commended that die industry pay 
in $15 billion this year to keep it 
from going broke. 

The F edera l Deposit Insurance- 
Corp.’s (FDICs) find “is nearly 
insolvent and I cannot over- 
emphasise the importance we 
place on rebuilding it as soon as 
possible," said Charles Bowshtp, 
head of the General Accounting 
Office (GAO). 

“By next year, unless the fund 
is rebuilt, it will almost certainly 
be insolvent," Bowsher told the 
Senate Banking Committee. 

The FDIC is disputing the' 
GAO’s accounting. Bowsher told 
reporters after the hearing that he' 
would like to settle the disagree- 
ment by June. 

He said if the GAO view pre- 
vails, the FDICs ability to bor- 
row would be cut dramatically. 
That could make it impossible for 


the agency to handle another 
large bank failure without addi- 
tional authority to borrow from, 
the treasury, he said. I 

Bowsher refused to say if he 
expected a major bank failure in 
the next three months, but re- 
commended that Congress pass 
legislation shoring up the FDIC 
before legislators’ August recess. 

The handful of senators attend- 
ing the hearing agreed on the 
need to act swiftly, bnt they were 
cool to Bowsheris suggestion they 
require banks to make a one-time 
$15 bxUvpa payment. 

Senator Donald Riegle Jr. said 
he was not yet ready to rule out 
the bonowing approach sug- 
gested by the Bush administra- 
tion. Senator Alan Dixon said 
requiring b anks to pay $15 billion 
now could greatly worsen the 
credit crunch, dealing a heavy 
blow to an already-weak eco- 
nomy. 

The FDIC previously reported 
that 597 bank failures over the 
past three years had its fund from 
$8.1 billion ai the end of 1990. 


But Bowsher, whose estimate 
is that the insurance fund had u no 
higher than $5 billion" and poss- 
ibly as little as S3.1 billion at the 
end of 1990. 

“One thing is dear — the fund 
is in a precarious state," he said. 

FDIC Oj airman L. William 
Seidman, in previous remarks, 
defended his agency’s accounting 
for 1990 but conceded the fond 
could run out by the end of 
September. 

The GAO reviewed the condi- 
tion of 368 of the nation's larger 
troubled banks, bolding about 
half the industry’s assets, and 
found that 10 of them, in effect, 
were insolvent last year. 

An additional 31 are nearly! 
insolvent, and 66 more might fail 
in the next few years, he said. 

Seidman and the Bush adminis- 
tration support a plan to autho- 
rise the FDIC to borrow up to $70- 
billion, guaranteed by the tax- 
payers but repaid by .banks 
through an increase in their insur- 
ance premiums . 


Developing countries 
lament lack of funds . 
to fuel economic growth 


Luxembourg plan would delay 
EC central bank until 1996 


BRUSSELS (R) — The creation 
of a European Community (EC) 
central bank could be put off until 
early 1996 — two years later than 
some members want — under a 
new proposal by Luxembourg, 
the current holder of the rotating 
EC presidency. 

But EC officials said the Lux- 
embourg plan also provided for a 
“council" of national central 
bank governors of EC members 
to be established as early as mid~- 
1993 to pave the way for a formal 
central banF system later. 

Community central bank gov- 
ernors now meet once a month in 
Basle, Switzerland, as a more 
loosely organised committee. 

Luxembourg officials described 
the pro posal, distributed to a 
meeting of the Inter- 
Goveramental Conference (IGC) 
on monetary union in Brussels, as 


an attempt at a compromise. 

France, the European Com- 
mission and Belgium want to see 
a central bank created in 1994 
while Germany says no such bank 
should be set up until member, 
states are ready to cede the levers 
of monetary policy to it. 

Other officials said the plan 
might revive' a debate on inter- 
pretation of an agreement among 
EC leaders in Rome to launch the 
second phase of EC Economic 
-and Monetary Union (EMU) on 
Jan. 1, 1994, with the creation of 
the institution which would one 
day control money policy. 

EC Commission President Jac- 
ques Delors has said the intention 
of the Rome communique last 
October was for the institution 
created in 1994 to be a central 
bank. In February be accused 
Germany of retreating from the 


agreement. 

Under the Luxembourg plan, 
aimed at guiding trhe IGC nego- 
tiations, a European central bank 
system (EGBS) would be created 
on Jan. 1, 1996. The date could 
be earlier than 1996 only if EC 
governments decided unanimous- 
ly on it 

Luxembourg says that when 
the central bank system is created 
member states would agree to 
limit fluctuations of their curren- 
cies within the EC's exchange 
rate mechanism (ERM). 

In an apparent attempt to satis- 
fy those who want foster moves 
towards EMU, it proposes that a 
“council of governors consisting 
.of the 12 heads of national central 
banks be formed six months after 
the entering into force of the 
EMU treaty that member states 
are now trying to negotiate. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Despite 
efforts to tighten their belts and 
pursue free market reforms, de- 
veloping countries are in serious 
trouble trying to -attract .scarce 
funds needed to finance econo- 
mic growth. 

Finance ministers from 24 de- 
veloping countries in Africa, Asia 
and Latin America meeting in 
Washington Sunday said that de- 
spite a decade of sacrifices after a 
debt crisis broke ont in the early 
1980s, banks are reluctant to lend 
to them. 

“We are very concerned that 
many of our countries have made 
all the adjustments but tbe money 
-simply is not flowing,” Col- 
ombian Finance Minister Rudolf 
Homines told a news conference 
after chairing a meeting of the 
so-called Group of 24 (G-24). 

The problem has been aggra- 
vated by a worldwide scarcity in 
savings which alone can meet the 
massive financin g needs of east- 
ern Europe, the developing coun- 
tries and Gulf countries rebuild- 
ing shattered economies after the 
war. 

Although the debt problem for 
many countries in Latin America 
is Jess pressing than it was in tbe 
early 1980s when commercial 
banks abruptly stopped emanfaj; 
new loans, many countries in 'the 
region and elsewhere face a bitter 
legacy. 

Tbe problem of a savings shor- 
tage is compounded by the fact 
that many developing countries 
have become net capital expor- 
ters in order to repay debts to 
banks, multilateral lending agen- 
cies or industrial countries. 

“We have the curious situation 
of poorer countries being net* 
exporters of savings,” •Hommes 
said. 

The Group of 24 was also 
critical of a plan launched two 
years ago by U.S. Treasury 
Secretary Nicholas Brady to give 
debtor countries the chance to cut 
their commercial bank exposure 
provided they pursued market- 
oriented reforms. 

. “After two years of im- 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Monday. April 29, 1991 

Central. NmA official rate*- 



UJS. doRar 
Potmd Sterling 

Hwn. IlHIlUll 

Swiss franc 

684.0 688.0 
1141.1 1147.9 

385.0 387.3 
457.5 460.2 

French franc "T - • 
Japanese yen (for 100) 

. Dutch guilder 
Swedish crown 
Italian fin (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 

114.1 
4915 

341.1 
108.4 
52.1 

187.1 

114.8 

495.5 

344.0 
109.1' 
52.4 

188.1 


LOVTOON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against die dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 
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One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 
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U.S. dollar 
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Swiss francs 
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WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


“ By Reuters 

HONG KONG — - Selective buying pulled stocks out of the 
morning doldrums in ajfey of lacklustre trade. The Hang Seng 
index ended' 1.08 points down at 3,624.72. 

SINGAPORE — Shares closed mixed in dull trading with many 
bine drips consolidating and foreign shares falling. Tbe Straits 
Times index ended at 1,558.64, up 0.23. 

BOMBAY — Shares prices fell broadly after a weak start on 
uncertainties over the outcome of general elections next month. 
The Bombay Stock Exchange index fell 21.13 points to 1,267.46. 

FRANKFURT — Shares dosed below their firmer opening levels 
after month-end position squaring eroded gains from foreign 
buying interest. The Dax index ended at 1,620.28 points after 
Friday's 1,623.81 dose. 

ZURICH — ■ An incodurive outcome to the group of seven 
meeting in Washington dampened sentiment Wall Streets steady 
opening foiled to stimulate the market. The SPT index edged up 
1.9 points to 1,078.8. 

PARIS — The CAC-40 index recouped all of last week’s kisses, 
flirted with 1,800 and closed up 22.68 points to 1,79735. But 
volume was paltry and concentrated in a handful of Blue Chips. 

LONDON — The FTSE index gained 16.9 points to 2,4983 on 
hopes for an interest rate cot ami a better showing by the ruling 
Conservatives in local elelctions Thursday. 

NEW YORK — The Dow Jones Industrials were up 14.11 points 
at 1550 GMT to 2,926.49. Many investors remained out of the 
market ahead of Friday's April jobs data. 
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plementing the enhanced debt 
strategy and debt service reduc- 
tion programmes, only a small 
□umber of countries have been 
able to negotiate restructuring 
packages,” the G-24 said in a 
statement. 

Hie cash relief for developing 
countries and the reduction in 
debt was “rather modest, 1 ' the 
statement added. 

Among countries which have 
benefited from Brady debt relief 
deals are Mexico, Venezuela, 
Costa Rica, the Philippines and 
Uruguay. 

Major debtors such as Brazil 
and Argentina have yet to begin 
serious negotiations with their 
bank creditors. 

Starved for funds, the Group of 
24 has strongly backed a Japanese 
plan for tbe IMF to issue more of 
its own currency, known as Spe- 
cial Drawing Rights (SDR*), to 
member countries in order to 
help them the worldwide capital 
shortage. 





Srf-w Abdul Aziz Al Sabah 

Kuwait to lift 
all controls 
on hard 
currency 
transfers 
in June - 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait, which 
damped controls on currency 
transfers after the Iraqi occupa- 
tion, is to remove all foe restric- 
tions in June, foe governor of foe 
central bank said m an interview 
published Sunday. 

Sheikh Salem Abdul Aziz Al 
Sabah told the New Dawn news- 
paper that the controls, in force 
since March 24, were expected to 
be lifted by June 24. 

The restrictions were enforced 
due to the situation in the coun- 
try, Sheikh Salem said. 

He said a temporary committee 
has been formed to supervise 
money transfers for imports and 
to make sure purchase prices 
were in line with world prices. 

Kuwait suffered severe shor- 
tages under the Iraqi occupation 
and only recently began restock- 
ing its shops. 

Kuwaitis can now transfer 
4,000 dinars ($14,000) abroad per 
month and can withdraw up to 
the same amount from local 
banks. 

Sheikh Salem said more could 
be transfered if clients presented 
documents to local banks proving 
need. 

The governor said Kuwaitis’ 
debts to the six commercial 
banks, cancelled by tbe emir ear- 
lier this month, amounted to 
more than 1.397 billion dinars 
(some $4.2 billion). 

He said around 187,000 people 
would benefit from tbe cancella- 
tion. 

The move was aimed at helping 
merchants, traders and private 
citizens recover from seven 
months of Iraqi occupation. The 
debts will apparently be settled 
by foe central bank. 

On Sunday tbe Kuwaiti cabinet 
set up a four-member ministerial 
committee to study the country’s 
needs for foreign labour in speed- 
ing up work on resuming services. 


U.S. fails to persuade 
allies to lower interest 
rates despite Bush appeal 


WASHINGTON (R) — the Un- 
ited States lost its battle Sunday 
to persuade its major industrial 
allies to immediately lower in- 
terest rates to spur global econo- 
mic growth, but Amman officials 
signalled that they hoped to win 
the war. 

In a carefully worded com- 
munique that had something for 
everyone, foe Group of Seven 
(G-7) industrial nations agreed 
on a common goal of lower in- 
terest rates but did not signal a 
precise route. 

“From now on each country 
will carry out .its policy according 
to its (own) conditions,’' Bank erf 
Japan Governor Yasushi Mieno 
told reporters after foe seven- 
hour meeting. 

'Woffington has pulled out all 
the stops in its campaign to lower 
world interest rates, with U.S. 
President George Bush calling in 
G-7 policymakers for a half-hour 
chat at the White House before 
their meeting. 

But some other members of foe 
G-7, particularly Gennaity, could 
not be convinced, arguing that 
rates needed to be kept high to 
keep inflation in check. 

The gathering of the G-7 — 
Britain, Canada, France, Ger- 
many, Italy, Japan and the Un- 
ited States — was foe high point 
of foe semi-annual meeting of foe 
International Monetary Fund and 
World Bank that ends Tuesday. 

Mired in recession, the United 
States called for fester world 
growth to generate foe funds 


needed for foe new world order 
of economic reform in eastern 
Europe and reconstruction of the 
Middle East. 

In a concession to foe United 
States, the G-7 communique 
alluded to the importance of 
global growth hot also empha- 
sised the need to wring inflation 
out of the world economy — a 
concern both to Germany and to 
Japan. 

“Every country has a some- 
what different situation and it’s 
naturally appropriate for the re- 
spective countries to choose the 
a ppropriate course of action to 
deal with their specific situation," 
Canadian Finance Minister 
Dooaki Mazankowski said. 

The United States, Britain and 
Canada are in the midst of reces- 
sion, foe economies of Italy and 
France are slowing down, while 
growth in Germany and Japan 
remains relatively robust. 

U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Nicholas Brady said he was not 
disappointed with foe outcome of 
the meeting but acknowledged 
the G-7 had not reached agree- 
ment to change interest rates. 

However, he told reporters he 
foresaw the lowering of Japanese 
and German interest rates. 

German officials made dear 
that they were not opposed to 
easier credit, but said that the 
best way to achieve that was to 
bring inflation down. 

“We are not against lower rates 
but they must be earned,” Bun- 
desbank President Karl Otto 
Poehl said. 


None of the other G-7 mem- 
bers seemed to agree with Amer- 
ica's contention that zero infla- 
tion was an unattainable “holy 
gran” and m the end United 
States had to bade down on the 
issue and agree on the necessity 
of price stability. 

“Ministers and governors 
emphasised the importance of 
monetary and fiscal poli ci es which 
provide tbe hasp for lower real 
interest rates and a su sta ine d 
global economic recovery with 
{nice stability," the G-7 said in its 
communique. 

The group also appeared to 
have difficulties reaching agree- 
ment os what to do about tbe 
high-flying dollar, which has risen 
more than 20 per cent against the 
Deutschemarfc in the past few 
months. 

The communique did not sped- 
.ficifiy mention the dollar but in- 
stead reaffirmed foe .co ntent- 
.menr of the G-7 “to cooperate 
closely on exchange markets.” 

The dollar jumped in Far East 
trading with dealers there citing 
the G-Ts failure to make -any 
mention of the dollar’s future 
trend as tbe reason for tbe cur- 
rency’s renewed rise. 

Brady evinced little worry ab- 
out the dollar, saying that despite 
its recent rise it was still within 
the ranges that had prevailed 
over the past three to four years. 

But Japanese Finance Minister 
Ryotaro Hashimoto said he told 
t&e' group that foe value of the 
Japanese yen on currency mar- 
kets was too . low. 


World Bank to focus on 
fighting urban poverty, 

pollution and productivity 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
.World Bank said Monday it mil 
shift from financing low-cost pro- 
jects in the developing world's 
dries in favour of large-scale 
efforts it hopes will better address 
urban problems. 

The international lending in-,, 
stitution’s policy will focus on 
fighting poverty and pollution 
while increasing the productivity 
of the 1.3 billion people who live 
in exploding Third World cities. 

For too long, government 
efforts supported by lenders have 
addressed urban growth and 
poverty by backing low-cost shel- 
ter, water supply, sanitation and 
transit projects, said a report by 
Michael Cohen, chief of foe 
bank’s Urban Development Divi- 
sion. 

Such projects “have not had 
major impact on foe policies of. 
national and local govern m ents 


and foe broader issues of manag- 
ing the urban economy," the 
report said. 

It estimated that one-fourth of 
the urban population in tbe de- 
.veloping world lives in absolute 
poverty and says urban poverty is 
growing fester .than rural poverty 
in many countries'. 1 61 

Under foe new policy, the bank 
expects to back large-scale pro- 
jects intended to improve hous- 
ing, develop land; upgrade slums, 
build transit systems, create jobs, 
fight pollution and improve city 
governments. 

The report responds to rapid 
growth in Third World cities and 
towns, which are expected to 
■account for two-thirds of the 
world’s population increase by 
foe end of the decade. 

The policy paper noted that 20 
'of the world’s 25 largest cities will 
be in the developing world by foe 
year 2000. 


It outlined bank strategies for 
increasing pixxiuctivity, attacking 
. poverty, addressing environmen- 
tal problems and increasing re- 
search on urban development. 

The urban share of developing 
countries' economies is as high as 
•„ • 80 per cent, it said, and yet some 
governments continue to avoid 
steps that would help its city 
dwellers to become more produo 
live. Tbe report cited excessive 
regulation of housing construc- 
tion in Malaysia as an example. 

.The~ biggest pollution problem 
in most cities is unsafe drinking 
water, the report said. Air pollu- 
tion and exposure to toxic che- 
micals also cause widespread 
health problems and increased 
mortality rates, it said. 

Tbe report estimated that 
motor vehicle traffic and tbe 
emissions it causes will grow five 
to 10 per cent a year in develop- 
ing countries. 


Asian Development Bank 
sees loans to China by May 


VANCOUVER (R) — The 
'Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) has said it will resume 
lending to China as early as next 
month. 

Tbe Manila-based bank, which 
last year loaned $4 billion to the 
region's poorest countries, sus- 
pended loans to China after Beij- 
ing’s crackdown on political dis- 
sent in June 1989. 

Bank president Kimimasa, 
Tarumizu said, many governors 
.believe foe time has come to 
normalise lending to China.” 
The United States, which ear- 
lier opposed loan resumption, 
offered no opposition at the 
bank’s annual meeting, 

“The fact is they didn’t indicate 


any particular intentions, no par- 
ticular comment in the course of 
foe governors' meeting,” Tarumi- 
-zu told a news conference. 

Asked when the bank might 
resume lending, he said: “As 
soon as possible — sometime in 
May” 

• Tbe group of Seven major in- 
dustrialised countries has already 
recommended resuming loans, 
tint only for humanitarian and 
environmental purposes. The 
Washington-based World Bank 
1 has resumed full lending. 


But ADB loans for purely eco- 
nomic projects have remained 
frozen. They include two totalling 
$137.5 million for a toil bridge in 
Shanghai and a railway in south- 
ern C hin a. 

Most delegates at the meeting 
said China and India should be 
allowed to borrow from a special 
bank fund that offers interest-free 
loans to the poorest countries. 

“Some governors also com- 
mented on the desirability of 
resuming lending to Myanmar 
and Vietnam,” Tarumizu said. 


Home-help needed urgently. Live in or live out. 

Call tel.: 682782 


VILLA WANTED 

Diplomat seeks independent, unfurnished four-bedroom 
villa for rent, preferably located in Sweifiyeh or Shmeisani. 

Please call Mr. Plerard at 668191 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 


3 bedrooms and spacious living area in a very attractive and 
quiet site in Abdoun, next to Jordan Supermarket 

Please call phones: 624560/817381 - Amman 


WANTED 

1- Live-in male or female cook; excellent salary. 

2- Two Arab or foreign live-in female workers to work for 
good salary. 

Please call tel. 616568 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY REQUIRED 

The Queen Alla Jordan Social Welfare Fund requires an 
experienced executive. secretary to' manage the office of the 
General Director. 

The appjteant is subject to' the following conditions; 

■- Ability to communicate and deal with local and foreign 
organisations. 

2- A minimum of 10 years working experience. 

3- Perfect overall secretarial capabilities, especially in duties 

fr 0 preparation of conferences and arranging 
appointments, as well as the skill of dealing with people. 
A- Degree in Administration or English.. 

5- Brcellent command of the Arabic and. English languages, 
both spoken and written. 

6- Jordanian nationality.- 

If you fulfil the necessary requirements write to: 

Queen Alla Jordan Social Welfare Fund, 

A *■ P.O.Box 3118, 

Or Mnd your application by Fax (No. 827350) 
Pieasp include your telephone number. 

•elify Independent on quElfflceti on n nnd experience 
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Yeltsin flies to Siberia for 
talks with striking miners 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian popul- 
ist leader Boris Yeltsin flew to 
western Siberia Monday to patch 
up a fragile alliance between his 
democratic opposition movement 
and striking coalminers. 

Aides to Yeltsin, a hugely 
popular figure among ordinary 
Russians, said he carried a speci- 
fic plan to get the 300,000 Soviet 
miners back down the pits and 
stop further damage to the’ 
weakening economy. 

The Russian Federation presi- 
dent's programme included talks 
with strike leaders and a May 
Day speech in Novokuznetsk, a 
major mining town in the Kuz- 
bass Basin and a hotbed of labour 
militancy. 

Local mine leaders, who 
touched off a nine-week strike in 
which they have demanded the 
resignation of Presidnet Mikhail 
Gorbachev and dissolution of the 
federal parliament, remained 
sceptical of Yeltsin's call for a 
return to work. 

“We are very difficult people 
to deal with. It is not Yeltsin who 
will decide our course in the 
end,” said a member of the strike 
committee in Novokuznetsk. 


“Boris Yeltsin flies to us with 
some document and he will try to 
get us out fo the strike. Every- 
thing will depend on what he is 
bringing with him,” said a city 
spokesman. 

There were signs miners and 
other strikers were beginning to 
comply in other parts of the 
country. In the giant Ukrainain 
Donbass Coalfield, second only 
to the Kuzbass in size, 10 more 
pits went back work over the 
weekend. 

Yeltsin, standard bearer of the 
liberal opposition is seen as cap- 
able of exerting far greater influ- 
ence on the Soviet workforce 
than his arch-rival Gorbachev. 

Last week he signed a joint 
appeal with Gorbachev calling for 
an end to the crippling stoppages 
in exchange for early elections 
and relief from sharp price hikes 
imposed on April 2. 

The deal, hammered out at 
Gorbachev’s new state Dacha, 
sent shock waves through the 
independent labour movement 
and the democratic opposition — 
which had set aside their mutual- 
distrust and agreed on a radical 


political programme. 

Leaders of the big Democratic 
Russia Movement, meeting at the 
weekend, blasted Yeltsin for sup- 
porting the back-to-work call and 
the implementation of “special 
regime” in key industries. 

They nonetheless overwhel- 
mingly nominated him as their 
candidate in the June 12 polls for 
the new executive Russian pres- 
idency, arguing he remained the 
best hope for undoing 73 years of 
Communist misrule. 

“If all the provisions in the 
statement are fulfilled, it would 
be reasonable to stop the strike,” 
Sergei Stankevich, deputy mayor 
of Moscow and a leading opposi- 
tion figure, said Monday, sum- 
ming up the cautious democratic 
support. 

And it seemd likely Yeltsin 
could similarly win over many of 
the strikers, banding him an enor- 
mous moral and political vitory 
over Gorbachev, who has refused 
even to discuss their political 
demands. 

At the same time, it became 
increasingly clear that Gov- 
erbachev had silenced — for now 
— hardline critics in his ruling 


Communist Party. 

Speeches published Monday 
from last week's Central Commit- 
tee session showed the Soviet 
leader's sudden threat to resign in 
the face of a barrage of criticsm 
turned the tide of the plenary 
session. 

Speaking after the decisive de- 
feat of a motion to consider Gor- 
bachev’s resignation, former In- 
terior Minister Vadim Bakatin 
warned his fellow Communists 
the party would die without Gor- 
bachev at its head. 

“It is hard to predict but of 
course the party would have been 
pushed to the sidelines forever,” 
said Bakatin, himself forced from 
office by hardline conservatives 
in the party. 

Meanwhile a Lithuanian work- 
er doused himself with petrol and 
set himself on fire in the central 
square of Lithuania’s capital Vil- 
nius, TASS news agency said 
Monday. 

The man, Rolan das Vaiavicius, 
20, was taken to hospital with 
severe bums. The motives for his , 
action, which took place late Sun- 
day, were unclear, TASS said. 


Sri Lankan rebels ambush troops, kill 25 | S. Korean 


COLOMBO (R) — Tamil rebels 
killed at least 25 Sri Lankan 
government soldiers in an 
.ambush Mtinday, military sources 
said shortly after the authorities 
claimed victory in a four-day 
offensive against the separatist 
guerrillas. 

Two platoons from an army 
camp in Nanaddan in northwest 
Manner district were on patrol 


when they were attacked by fight- 
ers .of the Libe ration Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE). 

Two officers were beleived to 
be among the 25 killed, the 
sources said. No further details 
were immediately available. 

Earlier, military authorities 
hailed as a success a four-day 
offensive against the Tigers in 
northern Jaffna peninsula in 


Hun Sen sees progress in 
Jakarta peace talks 


BANGKOK (R) — Phnom Penh 
Prime Minister Hon Sen said 
Monday he believed progress 
could be made at Cambodian 
peace talks scheduled for Jakarta 
in May and called on ail nations 
to stop sending arms into his 
country. 

Hun Sen told Reuters be be- 
lieved a ceasefire proposed by 
peace-broking nations and the 
United Nations secretary general 
to create goodwill for the Jakarta 
talks might take hold. 

“I believe that there should be 
some achievement” in Jakarta, 
he said , an interview. 

Diplomats in Bangkok who 
monitor Cambodian affairs have 
said Hun Sen is likely to propose 
alternatives in Indonesia to’ 
aspects of a U.N. Security Coun- 
cil peace (dan chat his govern- 
ment finds dangerous. 

The Vietnamese-backed 
Phnom Penh government has said 
it fears disarmament under the 
U.N. plan might be erratically 
enforced and lead to a return to 
power of the Khmer Rouge. 
More than one million Cambo- 
dians died under the rule of the 
Khmer Rouge in the late 1970s. 

Phnom Penh also thinks it 
should not surrender sovereignty 



Hun Sen 

to U.N. administrations, as called 
for in the plan, and wants any 
peace pact to refer to the Khmer 
Rouge's alleged genocide. 

“Though the remaining issues 
could not be completely settled, I 
hope fight some of them may 
resolve," be said of the Jakarta 
conference. 

“Of course, we are very ambi- 
tious,” he said. “We would like 
to have all these remaining issues 
settled for good." 


U.S. presidential campaign 
for 1992 gets under way 


LOWELL, Massachusetts (R) — 
The 1992 U.S. presidential cam- 
paign gets under way officially 
Tuesday when a little-known for- 
mer Democratic senator who says 
he has beaten cancer enters the 
race for the White House. 

Paul Tsongas, 50, will be the 
first major Democrat to declare 
his candidacy for that party's 
presidential nomination — a poli- 
tical comeback after his retire- 
ment from the Senate more than 
six years ago to fight cancer. 

After a bone marrow trans- 
plant and radiation treatment, 
Tsongas says he has beaten the 
disease and is ready to take on 
the task — against formidable 
odds — of trying to win the 
nomination and i defeat popular 
Republican President George 
Bush in 1992. 

He has won two-year terms in 
the House of Representatives and 
a six-year Senate term from .Mas- 
sachusetts, but the big task ahead 
of him is daunting. 

Few people recognise him. He 
must overcome public scepticism 
about his health. And aides say 
be has less than 5300,000 so far to 
mount a campaign. 

To prove he is healthy, Tson- 
gas raced in a national swimming 
meeting over the weekend in 
Indianapolis. 

A liberal Bostofl lawyer, he 
calls himself a l *pro- business 
Democrat" out to reform a party 
that he claims has alienated 
businessmen. 

By getting business support, he 
toasts he can put Etemocrats back 
into the White House, held by 


Republican presidents in five of 
the six elections since 1968. His 
platform calls for politically risky 
petrol taxes and a capital gains 
tax break. 

No prominent Democrat had 
endorsed Tsongas, who wants an 
industrial policy that will allow 
the United States to dominate 
world trade again. 

No matter who wins the 
nomination, the fight against 
Bush will be tough. The presi- 
dent’s public approval rating has 
fallen from a record 90 per cent 
after the Gulf war but it still a 
high 78 per cent. 

Bush is expected to announce 
his candidacy for re-election early ■ 
next year. 

Several Democrats are ex- 
-pected to seek nomination and 
must compete, in primaries and 
party meeting called caucuses in 
each state, for support from vot- 
ing delegates to a presidential 
nominating convention in New 
York next July. 

Others who may run include 
Virginia Governor Douglas Wil- 
der, first elected black governor 
of any state in 1989, 1972 Demo- 
cratic presidential nominee 
George McGovern, Senator Al 
Gore of Tennessee and Senator' 
Lloyd Bentsen of Texas, the vice 
presidential candidate in 1988 
when presidential nominee 
Michael Dukakis was beaten by 
Bush- 

GviL. rights leader Jesse Jack- 
son, who tried twice for the 
nomination and came in second 
fo Dukakis, has said he wfll de- 
cide by late autumn whether to 
ran. 


which at least 126 rebels and 31 
soldiers were killed. 

About 150 Tigers and 70 sol- 
diers were wounded in the air, 
landaad sea offensive against re- 
bel positions on Kanritivu and 
Kayte Islands and at Elephant 
Pass, the sources said. 

A curfew imposed last Thurs- 
day on the peninsula, the Tigers’ 
stronghold, continued in force. 


N. Korea 
urges 

nuclear 

disarmament 

PYONGYANG (R) — To 
thunderous applause. North 
Korea's hardline Stalinist leader 
Kim Il-Snng exhorted parlia- 
mentarians from around the 
world Monday to fight for demo- 
cracy and nuclear disarmament. 

“Disarmament and the aboli- 
tion of nuclear weapons and 
other types of mass destruction 
weapons is now the most pressing 
task in ensuring peace,” Kim told 
delegates from about 90 countries 
at the opening ceremony of an 
Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) 
conference in Pyongyang where 
dangers of nuclear proliferation 
will be a key topic. 

North Korea itself has become 
the focus of international fears 
about nuclear' proliferation with 
U.S. intelligence reports showing 
Pyongyang may be only a few 
yearn away from producing its 
own nuclear bomb. Pyongyang 
denies it is manufacturing 
weapons. 

“The test and production of 
nuclear weapons must be banned, 
the existing nuclear weapons 
must be reduced and,. further, all 
nuclear weapons must be com- 
pletely abolished,” said Kim who 
is known to his people as the 
“great leader”. 

Kim, who celebrated his 79th 
birthday this month, is the object 
of perhaps the world's most in- 
tense personality cult, rivalling or 
even surpassing in scale the emits 
of Chinese and Soviet leaders 
Mao Tsetung and Josef .Stalin. 

He walked unaided to the ros- 
trum in the cavernous Mansudae 
Assembly Hall where North 
Korea's parliament, the Supreme 
Peoples's Assembly, holds its ses- 
sions. He spoke in a strong, dear 
voice. 

A bronze status of Kim outside 
the nearby Korean Revolution 
Museum stands so tall that a 
person posing next to it would 
scarcely reach above the trouser 
cuffs. 

His arrival in the ball was 
preceded by trumpet calls of a 
military brass band. North Ko- 
rean delegates, all wearing lapel 
badges of Kim, stood fo attention 
and applauded as be entered. 

Pyongyang, flattened by U.S. 
bombers during the 1950-53 Ko- 
rean War, has been rebuilt as 
monument to Kim and his unique 
brand of self-reliant comunism, 
known as Juche. 

As Kim ages, his policies are 
under threat from an impending 
economic collapse and democra- 
tic changes in Eastern Europe 
that have left it more isolated 
than at any time since the Korean 
peninsula was divided in 1945. 

Among the delegates Monday 
were members of parliament 
from South Korea, who arrived 
Saturday despite a furore over 
reported comments by tire South- 
ern defence minister about Pyon- 
gyang’s nuclear thretit that 
threatened to scuttle the visit. 


police 

attack 

rally 

SEOUL (R) — South Korean 
riot police fired tear-gas Monday 
to stop nearly 10.000 protesters 
marching into the centre of the 
capital to denounce the death of a 
student beaten by police. 

“Bring back Kang Kyung-Dae, 
down with murderer (President) 
Rob Tae-Woo," chanted students’ 
and dissidents, who tried to take 
over a street outride Yonsei Uni- 
versity in Western Seoul. 

Kang, a 20-year-old freshman 
at Seoul's Myungji University, 
died Friday after five riot police- 
men hit him on the head and 
body with iron pipes during a 
campus protest. 

Riot police, hugely outnumber- 
ing the demonstrators, battled to 
control them; as they tried to 
march toward the dty centre. 

Most of the protesters fled 
back into the campus when the 
thousands of riot police, backed 
by black vans spewing tear-gas, 
moved forward to disperse them. 

The protesters later staged 
their anti-government rally inside 
the campus. 

In the southwestern dty of 
Kwangju, a woman student 
doused herself with petrol and set 
herself on fire Monday in an 
anti-government rally in memory 
of Kang and attended by about 
1,200 students. 

Park Seung-Hee, a second year 
student at Chonnam University, 
sustained second and third degree 
burns and her life was in danger, 
a hospital spokesman said. 

Thousands of students fought 
running battles with riot police in 
Pusan, Taejon and other major 
South Korean dries after holding 
memorial rallies, Ynhap* News 
Agency said. 

Prime Minister Ro Jai-Bong 
apologised earlier Monday for 
Kang's death. However, dissi- 
dents and students vowed to go 
ahead with protest rallies this 
week against what they called 
government brutality. 

“On behalf of the government, 
I 'give my deep regrets and sin- 
cerely apologise to Kang Kyung- 
Dae's parents and the nation for 
the incident,” Ro told a cabinet 
meeting called to discuss the ind- 
dent. 


Rocard 
apologises 
for Rainbow 
Warrior 


CHRISTCHURCH, New Zea- 
land (R) — French Prime Minis- 
ter Michel Rocard will meet 
Greenpeace for the first time 
Tuesday, but his support for a 
pris tine Antarctica will win him 
little credit with the environmen- 
tal group. 

Rocard began his visit to New 
Zealand Monday by apologising 
for the 1985 bombing by French 
agents of the Greenpeace 
flagship. Rainbow Warrior, in 
Auckland Harbour. 

But he defended French nuc- 
lear testing in the South Pacific 
and said it would continue. 

For Greenpeace, neither the 
apology nor his support for an 
Antarctic World Park can justify 
the determination to continue 
nuclear testing. 

“They are asking for there to 
be a nuclear-free zone in Antarc- 
tica, so why can't they support 
one for the Pacific as well? 1 ’ 
asked Greenpeace campaigner 
Stephanie Mills, who will meet 
Rocard along with other environ- 
mentalists in the South Island dty 
of Christchurch. 

The Rainbow Warrior had 
been due to lead a protest flotilla 
to France's nuclear test site at 
Mururoa Atoll when the agents 
struck, killing a Greenpeace 
photographer. 

“My country committed an act 
which was wrong,” Rocard told a 
news conference. “That incident 
caused a cloud over our rela- 
tionships.'’ 

Rocard was expected to stress 
his commitment to preserving 
Antarctica's fragile environment- 
on his visit to Christchurch, a 
base for scientists flying to the 
continent, along with his environ- 
ment minister, Brice Lalonde. 
Their schedule indudes a visit to 
the rity’S International Antarctic 
Centre. 

Greenpeace has praised the 
Rocard government for backing 
an international camp ai g n to ban 
mining in Antarctica. Mills said 
her group's opposition to testing 
was not negotiable. 

“I think generally... they are 
trying to portray themselves as 
very, much pro-environment,” 
she said. 

“But our position- is that It’s 
not a credit system, where if you 
are good on something yon can 
be bad on something else. I don't 
think that people in New Zealand 
would buy that either.” 


Powerful quake rocks 
Turkish- Armenian border 


ISTANBUL (R) — An earth- 
quake measuring 6-5 ou the open- 
ended Richter Scale rocked the 
Turkish- Armenian border Mon- 
day, with its epicentre in northern 
Soviet Transcaucasia, the Bos- 
phorus University Seismology 
Observatory said. 

’Observatory officials said the 
quake was felt in the eastern 
Turkish towns of Kara, Erzurum, 
Ardahan and Aravin. There were 
no immediate reports of casual- 
ties, they said. 

Sweden's Uppsala University 
said earlier it had monitored a 
quake measuring 7.2 on the Rich- 
ter Scale on the border between 
the Soviet Repuplic of Armenia 
and Turkey. 

A spokesman for the Soviet 
Seismologjcal Station said the tre- 
mor, which registered 6.5 on the 
12-point Soviet scale, hit the area 
around Kutaisi, the second 
largest city in Georgia, at 12.12 
p.m. Moscow time (0912 GMT). 

Georgia is northwest of Arme- 
nia. 

A security official in the east- 
ern Turkish border town of Kars 


said the quake struck at 12.15 
p.m. (0915 GMT) and lasted for 
about 15 seconds. He said there 
were no reports of major dam- 
age. 

“It was a very strong quake. 
We are checking with the 
townships but so far we have no 
reports of casualties.” Cafer Yil- 
diz, deputy governor of the 
northeastern town of Aravin 
bordering the Soviet Union, fold 
Reuters. 

Turkey’s semi-official Anato- 
lian News Agency, quoting state 
seismology officials' in Ankara, 
said there were two aftershocks 
— at 12.32 p.m. (0932 GMTfand 
12.30 p.m. (0939 GMT).| 

Iranian seismologists put the 
magnitude of the quake at 7.0 on 
the Richter Scale. 

The Geophysics Institute of 
Tehran University said the quake 
struck at 0915 GMT east of the 
Black Sea between Armenia and 
Turkey.' It placed the epicentre 
about 1, 100-kilometres northwest 
of Tehran, the Iranian News 
Agency IRNA reported. 


Indian forces seize 
top Kashmiri militant 


SRINAGAR, India (R) — Indi- 
an security forces have arrested a 
leader of the main Kashmiri mili- 
tant group fighting for the inde- 
pendence of the Himalayan re- 
gion, police, said Monday. 

They said Mohammad Saleem, 
deputy chief commander of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Liberation 
Front (JKLF), was picked up 
during raids Sunday in Srinagar, 
summer capital of Jammu and 
Kashmir which is the only 
, Muslim-majority state in largely 
Hindu India. 

Saleem succeeded to the post 
last vear when JKLF military 
chief Yaseen Malik and his depu- 
ty, Sheikh Abdul Hameed. were 
arrested in a similar raid in Srina- 
gar. They are still in a Delhi jail,' 
detained without trial under anti- 
teraorist laws. 

Saleem had recently been 
acting JKLF commander while 
Malik’s successor, Javed Ahmad 
Mir, was on the Pakistani side of 
the line that divides the one-third 
of Kashmir ruled by Islamabad 
from Jammu and Kashmir. 

Mir has returned to the Indian 
side of the line and expressed 
bitterness against Pakistan in a 
recent interview' with Reuters. 

He said Islamabad was sup- 
porting only those militant groups 


wanting to merge with Pakistan 
and was dividing and weakening 
the anti-Indian fight, as a result. 

The JKLF is fighting for a 
re-united and independent Kash- 
mir. 

Pakistan deifies Indian charges 
that it arms and trains Kashmiri, 
militants. 

Police reported no progress in 
the search for two Swedish en- 
gineers kidnapped nearly a 
month ago by the Muslim Janbaz 
(Crusader) Force (MJF). 

Telephone callers saying they 
spoke for the MJF raold 
Srinagar-based reporters over 
ttfe weekend that Johan Jansson 
and Jan-Ole Lorn an would be 
released once its demands were 
met. 

The MJF, saying it seized the 
two men on March 31 to draw 
international attention to alleged 
human rights abuses by security 
forces, has demanded Amnesty 
International and the United Na- 
tions send teams to investigate 
the charges. 

Amnesty International turned 
down the demand, as did the 
Indian government, which does 
not allow foreigners to investigate 
charges of human rights abuses 
on the grounds that its legal 
system is adequate to deal with 
them. 


Manila warns U.S. it must withdraw 
from bases without new agreement 


MANILA (R) — The Philippines 
warned the United States Mon- 
day it would have to withdraw its 
forces from the country if the two 
sides cannot bridge continued 
deep differences over a new milit- 
ary bases agreement. 

Philippine Foreign Secretary 
Raul Manglapus said the United 
States had failed fo present any- 
thing new fo meet Manila's de- 
mand 'for $825 milli on fo amyiyl 
compensation for the bases. . 

The United States has offered 
only $360 million a year for con- 
tinued use of Clark Air Base and 
Subic Bay Naval Dockyard, the 
two largest American rmlitaiyi 
facilities in Asia. [ 

Speaking ahead of the arrival j 
of U.S. negotiator Richard 
Annitage, Manglapus told repor- 
ters that if the two sides were 
unable to compromise “then we, 
wfll have to prepare for the with-’ 
drawalof the United States.” 

The present agreement expires 1 


in September, and under the Phi- 
lippine constitution U.S. forces 
will have to withdraw if there is 
not a new treaty, ending almost a 
. century-long American military 
presence in the former U.S. 
colony. 

; The two countries have negoti- 
ated for almost a year, but have 
.been unable to agree on com- 
pensation for the length of a new 
(accord. The Philippines has 
(offered seven years, but the Un- 
ited Spates wants at least 10. 

■ The tero negotiating panels will 
imeet again Tuesday, 
j Asked what would happen if 
they could not reach an agree- 
jment in this sixth round of talks, 
'Manglapus said there was “no 
I visible alternative” to invoking 
the present agreement that re- 
. :quires a U.S. withdrawal. 

' i Annitage made no immediate 
statement on arrival,, but was 
| scheduled to hold talks later with 
(Manglapus. . 


The Philippine Foreign Secret- 
ary urged the United States to. 
show flexibility on the compensa- 
tion issue. * 

“We feel that we have already 
been flexible,” he said. 

He said the Philippines wanted 
only half the compensation in 
cash or grants. The rest could be 
provided in a “soft component” 
comprising trade credits, delivery 
of surplus military and medical 
supplies and debt relief. 

The Philippines wants a new 
agreement on the bases to help its 
economy. The bases 70,000 Fili- 
pino workers and bring in an 
estimated $1 billion a year in 
direct spending and indirect eco- 
nomic benefits. 

But Manglapus has to prodnee 
a package that wfll get approval 
by two-thirds of the Philippine 
Senate. At present many of the 
23 members in the Senate oppose 
a new agreement. 


Talks bring peace closer in Central America 


MEXICO CITY (R) — Peace 
talks in Mexico City this weekend 
appear to have brought Central 
America’s two remaining in- 
surgencies closer to an end, but 
much remains to be done before 
the latest bloody chapter in the 
region’s history is dosed. 

At separate meetings in the 
Mexican capital, leftist: rebels 
and government officials from 
Guatemala and El Salvador 
signed agreements locking them- 
selves into negotiations to end the 
fighting in each country. 

“The idea that there’s been a 
great breakthrough and every- 
thing is going to be fine tomorrow 
is a little far-fetched,” a Western 
diplomat said. “But it should 
bring a reduction in the violence 
in Central America,.” 

To each of the two Central 
American nations, the Mexico 
agreement was of great import- 
ance. 

For the Guatemalans, it fol- 
lowed the first real meeting be- 
tween the government and the 
guemflas in three decades of war 
which has claimed the lives of up 
to 100,000 people. 


For the Salvadoreans, whose 
peace process is more estab- 
lished, the agreement produced 
the first tangible results of several 
rounds of negotiations — a major 
package of constitutional reforms 
due to be implemented in coming 
months. . 

Both the accords are seen by 
their signatories as the fruit of 
Esquipulas, an initiative by Cen- 
tral American presidents in 1987 
to put an end to regional violence 
as a group, rather than indi- 
vidually with the help of powers 
outside the region asm the earlier 
part of the decade. 

The first major success of Es- 
quipulas was in dealing with the 
Nicaraguan conflict which ended 
with the mediation of Central 
American presidents under Un- 
ited Nations supervision in 1989. 

The same year newly-elected 
Salvadorean President Alfredo 
Cristiam asked U.N. Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
for help in ending the conflict in 
his country, where more than 
70,000 people have bene killed 
since 1980. 

Hie package of constitutional 


reforms agreed by Salvadorean 
government negotiators and re- 
bels of the Farabundo Marti ’ 
National Liberation Front 
(FMLN) Saturday is a result of 

♦his initiative 

Providing for a more indepen- 
dent judiciary and electoral sys- 
tem and ensuring greater civilian 
control, of the armed forces, the 
reforms are seen by many as a 
real step towards peace in El 
Salvador. 

“It's likely there will be. a 
ceasefire this year, and sooner 
rather than later,” one Western 
diplomat said. 

Although similar predietions 
about an end to the insurgency in 
Guatemala are being made after 
the Mexico talks, diplomats cau- 
tion that they are at a much 
.earlier stage and that the prob- 
lems are different. 

While the war in El Salvador 
has been waged by a U.S.- 
supplied army against a large and 
well-equipped leftist rebel force, 
in Guatemala both the military 
and the smaller guerrilla move- 
ment are home-grown and self- 
trained forces. 



Some diplomats say that while 
the Mexico-based leaders of the 
National Guatemalan Revolu- 
tions^ Union (URNG) rebels 
remain ideologically committed, 
their commanders in the field 
have become increasingly in- 
volved with drug traffickers using 
Guatemala as a route for shipping 
cocaine to the United States. 

“The army believes the URNG 
leaders wfll not be able to deliver 
on a peace agreement,” one 
Western diplomat in Guatemala 
dty said. “But having , joined in 
■the negotiations the army will 
have a freer hand to treat it as a 
security problem,” 

A common theme to both sets 
of negotiations — and one that is 
likely to prove an obstacle to final 
’agreement is the rebels' de- 
mand that their governments 
should cut the size of their aimed 
forces. 

Salvadorean military Comman- 
der Maundo Vargas told repor- 
ters after the Mexico accord was 
signed that such a demand was 
unrealistic, and Guatemalan 
officers -have expressed ’similar 
views. 


Charles, Diana end | 
Brazil trip . I 

BELEM, Brazil (R) — We »-.i 
wishers outnumbered protesters ,|| 
as Britain’s Prince Charles ended 
a five-day trip to Brazil in Belem jP 
near the mouth of the Amazon.* - 
Protesters with banners saying! 
“Charles go home” and “Amazo-g 
nta is oura” greeted the Prince of|f 
Wales when he arrived Friday tog 
host a two-day environmental J| 
seminar. The protesters gathered 
on file quayside as Prince Charles J| 
and Brazilian President Feniaa* 1 
do Coilor de Mello attended the # 
seminar aboard the royal yacht# 
Britannia, moored nearby. But it ^ 
was . mostly wellwishers who jl 
waved to Prince Charles when he I 
came ashore Saturday after the i 
end of the seminar to fly back to i 
London. However, smaller pro- i' 
tests continued. The protesters 
were angry because no one from 
the Amazon region was invited to , 
attend the seminar, which I 
brought together British and * 
Brazilian government ministers, 
leading businessmen, bankers i 
and diplomats. The Princess of? 
Wales flew to Belem from Rio de « 
Janeiro to return to London with ; 
her husband. • 

Actress arrested 
on drug charges f 

CERVETERI, Italy (AP) — Ac | 
tress Laura An tone Hi, a sex sym^ 
bol of die 1970s. was arrested at ^ 
her villa early Saturday for inves- 3| 
tigation of cocaine possession, ,-iH 
police said. An officer of the 
Carabinieri paramilitary police in |£ 
Cexveteri, a dty 50 kilome t re s ^ 
north of Rome, said 50 grammes . 
(1.75 ounces) of cocaine was 
found In her home by a police- 
man about 12:30 a.m. RAI state ]& 
television showed Carabiraeri 
holding the drug it said was found $L 
on a silver tray on a table. Police - 
said she was being held at Rome's 
Rebbibbia Prison. RAI said she. / 

would be questioned Monday. \ 

The officer declined to say what 
prompted the policeman to go to * 
the house. Police said she was J 
alone in the bouse at the time, g 
Antonclli, 49, gained popularity § 
in 1973 in the film Malizia. by ' 
Salvator Sam peri. She went on to 
star In films by Luigi Comencmi, 

Luchino Vtsoonti, Clnudo Chafo- 

rol, Mauro Bolognini and Ettore i 

Soma. In recent years she has 
appeared in some television 
films. J: 

Canadian women 
protest Judge’s 
rape decision 

VANCOUVER, British Columbia 
(R) — Angry Canadian women bam 
protested against a judge who, 
dealing a man of rape, safd a I . 
woman’s “no” sometimes meant 
“maybe” or “wait a while.” Brit- 
ish Columbia Supreme Court 
Judge Sherman Hood found that 
a 3<Pyear-old woman who met a 
man in a bar in March last year 
did not resist enough when he 
made advances in her apartment. 

The woman pushed the man aWay 
and told him, “no.” But the 
judge ruled that was not enough 
to justify a rape conviction. “At 
times ‘no’ may mean ’maybe' or 
*wait a while,”' Hood said. About 
50 women demonstrated outside 
Vancouver City Centre’s court- 
house, carrying placards with slo- 
gans such as “no means no.” “We 
would like the judge removed 
from the bench,” said CoQeerv 
Smith of . the group Wome § 
Against Violence Again sIF 
Women. British Columbia • 
Women’s Minister Carol Gran 
said she found the judge's com- 
ments offensive. Psydiology Pro- 
fessor Rhona Steinberg of Simon 
Fraser University said they 
amounted to a licence to sexually 
assault women. 

Women conquer last 
Swiss bastion of 
male supremacy 

APPENZELL. Switzerland (AP). . 
— Women conquered the last 
Swiss bastion of male supremacy ■£ 
as they joined men in voting at ? 
the annual legislative assembly of 
the country's smallest state! It £ 
took an order of Switzerland's ~ 
supreme court to have women 
finally admitted as voters in the 
traditional outdoor legislative 1 
assembly of Appenzell-Rhodes £ 
interior, the smallest canton •• 
(state) with t a population of 
14,000. The women seemed to be 
eagerly making use of their newly 
won right to have a say on local 
matters. They made up about half 
of the 4.000 attending the meet- ■* 
ing where voting is still done in 
public and by a show of hands. 

The meeting came 20 years after g 
a national referendum ift which if 
Swiss , women won the vote on .; 
federal matters and ten years 
after the federal constitution was 
revised to include a formal equal 
rights amendment. 
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